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Pelosi denies Trump access to 
House for State of the Union 

By KEVIN FREKING, JILL COLVIN and MATTHEW DALY 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON (AP) — In a high-stakes case of dare and 
double-dare. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi served notice 
that President Donald Trump won’t be allowed to deliver 
his State of the Union address to a joint session of Congress 
on Tuesday after the president said he was aiming to 
show up even though he was not welcome. 

Pelosi told Trump on Wednesday that the House won’t 
approve a resolution allowing him to come until the 
government reopens. “That’s a great blotch on the 
incredible country that we all love,” Trump shot back, 
calling it a “very, very negative part of history.” 

Pelosi’s snub confronted Trump with the need to find 
another way to put his views to the nation — one lacking 
the spectacle and history afforded by a State of the Union 
speech in the House chamber, the traditional venue. 

Continued on Page 3 



President Donald Trump speaks during a healthcare roundtable in the Roosevelt Room of the 
White House, Wednesday, Jan. 23, 2019, in Washington. Associated Press 
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Dems prepare own border security package shunning Trump wall 



Democratic Caucus Vice Chair Katherine Clark, D-Mass., accompanied by Democratic Caucus 
Chairman Rep. Hakeem Jeffries of N.Y., left, speaks at a news conference following a House 
Democratic Caucus meeting on Capitol Hill in Washington, Wednesday, Jan. 23, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By ALAN FRAM, ANDREW 
TAYLOR and CATHERINE LU- 
CEY 

Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

House Democrats, feeling 
pressure to display their vi¬ 
sion for border security, are 
preparing a package that 
would ignore President 
Donald Trump's demand 
for $5.7 billion for a wall with 
Mexico and would instead 
pay for other ideas aimed 
at protecting the border. 

As the government 
slogged through a record 
33rd day of its partial shut¬ 
down Wednesday, details 
of Democrats’ border se¬ 
curity plan and its cost re¬ 
mained a work in progress. 
Party leaders said it would 
include money for scan¬ 
ning devices and other 
technological tools for im¬ 
proving security at ports of 
entry and along the bor¬ 
der, plus funds for more 
border agents and immi¬ 
gration judges. 

Democrats’ movement 
toward producing a plan. 


which they said they ex¬ 
pected to unveil this week, 
was significant because it 
underscored a growing un¬ 
easiness with letting Trump 
cast them as soft on bor¬ 
der security. It came as the 
Senate prepared for Thurs¬ 
day votes on rival plans for 
reopening federal agen¬ 
cies and paying 800,000 
federal workers who are 
just days away from missing 
yet another paycheck. 
Republicans would cou¬ 
ple ending the shutdown 
with financing Trump’s wall 
and revamping immigra¬ 
tion laws, while Democrats 
would reopen agency 
doors for three weeks while 
bargainers seek a border 
security accord. 

Both faced likely defeat, 
but that might spur the two 
sides into a more serious ef¬ 
fort to strike a compromise 
when each saw it lacked 
the votes to prevail. Both 
proposals would need 60 
votes to pass in a chamber 
with 53-47 Republican con¬ 
trol. 


Ominously, there were few 
signs of anything but con¬ 
tinued partisan hostilities. 
Trump told reporters at the 
White House that Demo¬ 
crats had become “radi¬ 
calized” and “a very, very 
dangerous party," and he 
took personal aim at Con¬ 
gress’ two top Democrats. 
He said Senate Minority 
Leader Chuck Schumer is 
“very strongly dominated” 
by House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi and called him “a 
puppet for Nancy Pelosi." 
Schumer, D-N.Y., said the 
Senate GOP bill reopening 
government “embodies 
the president’s temper tan¬ 
trum. If you don't do it my 
way, I’m shutting down the 
government and hurting 
lots of people.” 

The GOP bill would tem¬ 
porarily protect from de¬ 
portation 700,000 “Dream¬ 


ers,” migrants who ar¬ 
rived in the U.S. illegally 
as children. They’ve been 
shielded by the Deferred 
Action on Childhood Ar¬ 
rivals program, or DACA, 
which Trump has tried ter¬ 
minating. He’s also offered 
temporary protections for 
people who fled violence 
or natural disasters in sev¬ 
eral countries — a program 
Trump has also curtailed. 
Democrats say Trump is 
merely offering to tempo¬ 
rarily ease problems he 
himself caused. They’ve 
objected to other parts of 
the GOP bill that make it 
harder for Central Ameri¬ 
can minors to gain asylum 
in the U.S. 

The testy relationship be¬ 
tween Trump and Pelosi, 
D-Calif„ decayed further 
when she informed him he 
can't use the chamber for 


his planned State of the 
Union address next Tues¬ 
day. She invited him to do 
so “when government has 
been opened." 

Trump said he’d plan an 
event elsewhere. He called 
Pelosi's move “a great 
blotch on the country" that 
he said showed she didn’t 
want “the truth” about bor¬ 
der security. The clash sug¬ 
gested that a collabora¬ 
tive atmosphere that could 
facilitate a shutdown deal 
wasn't at hand. 
Democratic leaders have 
insisted they won't negoti¬ 
ate with Trump on border 
security unless he reopens 
the government. Trump has 
said he’ll end the shutdown 
only if Congress provides 
money for the wall, though 
White House officials have 
indicated he’s open to 
counteroffers. a 
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Pelosi denies Trump access to House for State of the Union 


Continued from Front 

“We'll do something in 
the alternative," he said, 
while branding Democrats 
“radicalized." 

It was the latest round of 
brinkmanship between 
the president and Pelosi 
as they remain locked in 
an increasingly personal 
standoff over Trump’s 
demand for border wall 
money that has forced 
a partial government 
shutdown, now in its second 
month. 

Pelosi asked Trump last 
week to make other plans 
but stopped short of 
denying him the chamber 
for his address. She issued 
that denial Wednesday 
after Trump told her he 
wanted to go ahead with 
it — in essence, calling her 
bluff. 

In a letter to Pelosi earlier 
Wednesday, Trump 

dismissed her previous 
suggestion that the speech 
be postponed or delivered 
in writing due to security 
issues related to the partial 
government shutdown. 
Declaring there are “no 
security concerns,” Trump 
said he planned to fulfill 
his “Constitutional duty" to 
report to Congress on the 
state of the union. 

“It would be so very sad 
for our Country if the 
State of the Union were 
not delivered on time, 
on schedule, and very 
importantly, on location,” 
Trump's letter said. 

But Pelosi made her 
decision final not long after. 
She told him the House “will 
not consider a concurrent 
resolution authorizing the 
President's State of the 


Union address in the House 
Chamber until government 
has opened." 

The president cannot 
speak in front of a joint 
session of Congress without 
both chambers’ explicit 
permission. A resolution 
needs to be approved by 
both chambers specifying 
the date and time for 
receiving an address from 
the president. 

White House officials have 
been working on a backup 
plan to have him give the 
speech somewhere else if 
Democrats blocked access 
to the House chamber. 
Trump aide Kellyanne 
Conway said before Pelosi’s 
letter was released that 
it would be “remarkably 
petty” for the speaker to 
deny Trump the location. 
Each side has been 
accusing the other of 
pettiness since Pelosi raised 
doubts about the speech 
and Trump followed up by 
revoking her use of a military 
aircraft, thereby canceling 
a congressional delegation 
visit to Afghanistan. 

Trump said the Homeland 
Security Department 

and the Secret Service 
assured him there would 
be “absolutely no problem 
regarding security" for the 
State of the Union and 
“they have since confirmed 
this publicly." 

Officials have been 
considering alternative 
venues for the speech, 
including a rally-style event, 
an Oval Office address, 
a speech in the Senate 
chamber, and even a visit 
to the Mexican border. 
Multiple versions of the 
speech were being drafted 
to suit the final venue. 


The Constitution states only 
that the president “shall 
from time to time give to 
the Congress Information 
of the State of the Union,” 
meaning the president 
can speak anywhere he 
chooses or give his update 
in writing. 

But a joint address in the 
House chamber, in front 
of lawmakers from both 
parties, the Supreme 
Court justices and invited 
guests, provides the kind 
of grand backdrop that 
is hard to mimic and that 
this president, especially, 
enjoys. □ 



Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., responds to 
reporters after officially postponing President Donald Trump’s 
State of the Union address until the government is fully reopened, 
at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, Jan. 23, 2019. 

Associated Press 
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Poll: Support for ‘Medicare-for-all’ fluctuates with details 


Harvard T.H. Chan School Economy Research Institute disapproval show that the 
of Public Health who re- at the University of Mas- debate over “Medicare- 
viewed the poll. He pointed sachusetts in Amherst sug- tor-all" is in its infancy. “You 



In this Jan. 16, 2019, photo. Sen. Bernie Sanders, l-Vt„ reacts during a hearing on Capitol Hill in 
Washington. 

Associated Press 


By RICARDO ALONSO- 
ZALDIVAR 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Americans like the idea of 
“Medicare-for-all,” but sup¬ 
port flips to disapproval if it 
would result in higher taxes 
or longer waits for care. 
That’s a key insight from 
a national poll released 
Wednesday by the non¬ 
partisan Kaiser Family Foun¬ 
dation. It comes as Demo¬ 
cratic presidential hope¬ 
fuls embrace the idea of 
a government-run health 
care system, considered 
outside the mainstream of 
their party until Vermont 
independent Sen. Bernie 
Sanders made it the cor¬ 
nerstone of his 2016 cam¬ 
paign. President Donald 
Trump is opposed, saying 
“Medicare-for-all” would 
“eviscerate” the current 
program for seniors. 

The poll found that Ameri¬ 
cans initially support “Medi¬ 
care-for-all,” 56 percent to 
42 percent. 

However, those numbers 
shifted dramatically when 
people were asked about 
the potential impact, pro 
and con. 

Support increased when 
people were told “Medi- 
care-for-all” would guar¬ 
antee health insurance as 
a right (71 percent) and 
eliminate premiums and 
reduce out-of-pocket costs 
(67 percent). 

But if they were told that 
a government-run system 
could lead to delays in 
getting care or higher tax¬ 
es, support plunged to 26 
percent and 37 percent, 
respectively. Support fell 
to 32 percent if it would 
threaten the current Medi¬ 
care program. 

“The issue that will really 
be fundamental would be 
the tax issue,” said Robert 
Blendon, a professor at the 


out that state single-pay¬ 
er efforts in Vermont and 
Colorado failed because 
of concerns about the tax 
increases needed to put 
them in place. 

There doesn’t seem to be 
much disagreement that a 
single-payer system would 
require tax increases, since 
the government would 
take over premiums now 
paid by employers and in¬ 
dividuals as it replaces the 
private health insurance in¬ 
dustry. The question is how 
much. 

Several independent stud¬ 
ies have estimated that 
government spending on 
health care would increase 
dramatically, in the range 
of about $25 trillion to $35 
trillion or more over a 10- 
year period. But a recent 
estimate from the Political 


gests that it could be much 
lower. With significant cost 
savings, the government 
would need to raise about 
$1.1 trillion from new reve¬ 
nue sources in the first year 
of the new program. 

House Budget Committee 
Chairman John Yarmuth, 
D-Ky„ has asked the Con¬ 
gressional Budget Office for 
a comprehensive report on 
single-payer. 

The CBO is a nonpartisan 
outfit that analyzes the po¬ 
tential cost and impact of 
legislation. Its estimate that 
millions would be made un¬ 
insured by Republican bills 
to repeal the Affordable 
Care Act was key to the 
survival of President Barack 
Obama’s health care law. 
Mollyann Brodie, director 
of the Kaiser poll, said the 
big swings in approval and 


immediately see that opin¬ 
ion is not set in stone on this 
issue,” she said. 

Indeed, the poll found that 
many people are still un¬ 
aware of some of the basic 
implications of a national 
health plan. 

For example, most work¬ 
ing-age people currently 
covered by an employer 
(55 percent) said they 
would be able to keep 
their current plan under a 
government-run system, 
while 37 percent correctly 
answered that they would 
not. 

There's one exception: Un¬ 
der a “Medicare-for-all” 
idea from the Center for 
American Progress employ¬ 
ers and individuals would 
have the choice of joining 
the government plan, al¬ 
though it wouldn’t be re¬ 


quired. Sanders’ bill would 
forbid employers from of¬ 
fering coverage that du¬ 
plicates benefits under the 
new government plan. 
“Medicare-for-all” is a key 
issue energizing the Demo¬ 
cratic base ahead of the 
2020 presidential election, 
but Republicans are solidly 
opposed. 

“Any public debate about 
‘Medicare-for-all’ will be a 
divisive issue for the country 
at large,” Brodie said. 

The poll indicated wide¬ 
spread support for two 
other ideas advanced by 
Democrats as alternatives 
to a health care system ful¬ 
ly run by the government. 
Majorities across the po¬ 
litical spectrum backed 
allowing people ages 50- 
64 to buy into Medicare, 
as well as allowing people 
who don't have health in¬ 
surance on the job to buy 
into their state’s Medicaid 
program. 

Separately, another pri¬ 
vate survey out Wednes¬ 
day finds the uninsured 
rate among U.S. adults rose 
to 13.7 percent in the last 
three months of 2018. 

The Gallup National Health 
and Well-Being Index 
found an increase of 2.8 
percentage points since 
2016, the year Trump was 
elected promising to re¬ 
peal “Obamacare.” 

That would translate to 
about 7 million more unin¬ 
sured adults. 

Government surveys have 
found that the uninsured 
rate has remained essen¬ 
tially stable under Trump. 
The Kaiser Health Tracking 
Poll was conducted Jan. 
9-14 and involved random 
calls to the cellphones and 
landlines of 1,190 adults. 
The margin of sampling er¬ 
ror for all respondents is 
plus or minus 3 percentage 
points.Q 
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Meek Mill, Jay-Z and sports owners back justice reforms 


By DEEPTI HAJELA 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — A co¬ 
alition of big names in 
sports and entertainment 
pledged their high-profile 
platforms and $50 mil¬ 
lion on Wednesday af fhe 
launch of an organization 
that will lobby for changes 
to state probation and pa¬ 
role laws. 

Rapper Meek Mill, whose 
well-publicized prison sen¬ 
tence for minor probation 
violations became a light¬ 
ning rod for the issue, was 
joined at a New York City 
news conference by fel¬ 
low rapper Jay-Z and fhe 
owners of fhe Philadel¬ 
phia 76ers, Brooklyn Nets 
and the Super Bowl-bound 
New England Patriots to 
announce the formation of 
the Reform Alliance. 

“I’m here fo speak for all 
the people who don’t 
have a voice," Mill said, 
who remains on probation 
until 2023, and actually 
had to get permission to 
attend the event to avoid 
getting another violation. 
He pointed out that his 
original arrest and convic¬ 
tion was over a decade 
ago. Mill became a sym¬ 
bol for criminal justice re¬ 
form activists after a judge 
in Pennsylvania sentenced 
him to 2-4 years in prison 
for minor violations of his 
probation conditions in 
that decade-old gun and 
drug possession case. He 
spent months in prison be¬ 
fore a court ordered him 
released, with visitors like 
Robert Kraft, the Patriots 
owner and Michael Rubin, 
co-owner of the 76ers. 

The current system “is not 
good for America,” Kraft 
said. “We can make Amer¬ 
ica better if we really cure 
this problem.” 

The Reform Alliance will 
be led by Van Jones, a 
CNN host and activist who 
at one point served as an 
adviser to former President 
Barack Obama. 

About 2.2 million people in 
the U.S. are incarcerated, 
and about 4.5 million are 
on probation or parole, 
according to government 
statistics. 

Jones said the Reform Al¬ 
liance is faking aim at the 
cycle of probation and 


parole violations that leads 
people back to prison. 
“That is the revolving door 
that keeps people back in 
and back in and back in," 
Jones said. “We're going 
to dismantle that revolving 
door." He said the efforts 
would be toward educat¬ 
ing the public and legisla¬ 
tors about how people are 
impacted, how minor issues 
like missing an appoint¬ 
ment can have huge re¬ 
percussions, in an effort to 
swing momentum toward 
legislative policy change. 
He said the organization's 
efforts would start in Penn¬ 
sylvania and New York. 

“For us, this is how we grew 
up," he said. “We're all 
prisoners to this, until ev¬ 
eryone’s free, no one's 
free."Q 



Entrepreneur ad recording artist Shawn “Jay-Z” Carter, from left, 
gestures as he poses with New England Patriots owner Robert 
Kraft, Philadelphia 76ers co-owner and Fanatics executive 
chairman Michael Rubin, recording artist Meek Mill, Galaxy 
Digital CEO and founder Michael Novogratz, Brooklyn Nets co¬ 
owner Clara Wu Tsai, Third Point CEO and founder Daniel S. Loeb, 
and REFORM Alliance CEO and political activist Van Jones after 
the group announced a partnership to transform the American 
criminal justice system, Wednesday, Jan. 23, 2019, in New York. 

Associated Press 
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Q&A: A look at what happens when drones get near airports 



In this April 29,2018, file photo, a drone operator helps to retrieve 
a drone after photographing over Hart Island in New York. In 
this April 29, 2018, file photo, a drone operator helps to retrieve 
a drone after photographing over Hart Island in New York. 

Associated Press 

drone has surfaced. UFO.” 


By DAVID KOENIG 
AP Airlines Writer 
The ability of drones to in¬ 
terfere with airliners — and 

inconvenience their pas¬ 
sengers — has now been 
demonstrated on two 
continents, and the prob¬ 
lem is likely to get worse as 
the number of small, un¬ 
manned devices multiply. 
Law enforcement authori¬ 
ties are trying to figure out 
who flew a drone so high 
and so close to Newark 
Liberty International Air¬ 
port that incoming flights 
were held up briefly during 
a peak hour at one of the 
nation's busiest airports. 
Flights resumed within 
about 30 minutes — much 
more quickly than after a 
similar incident last month 
at London’s Gatwick Air¬ 
port. 

Here are some common 
questions readers have 
about these incidents and 
brief answers. 

WHAT HAPPENED IN NEW 
JERSEY? 

The pilots of both a South¬ 
west Airlines flight and a 
United Airlines flight report¬ 
ed seeing a drone around 
3,500 feet (1,000 meters) 
above Teterboro, New Jer¬ 
sey, about 9 miles (15 kilo¬ 
meters) from the Newark 
airport, on Tuesday. 

As a precaution, the Fed¬ 
eral Aviation Administration 
held up 43 flights already in 
the air and bound for New¬ 
ark; nine landed instead 
at other airports. Another 
170 Newark-bound planes 
were briefly delayed on the 
ground before taking off 
from other airports around 
the country. 

No video of the reported 


WHO WAS OPERATING THE 
DRONE? 

Authorities have not deter¬ 
mined that. The FAA alert¬ 
ed New Jersey State Police 
and the FBI. 

CAN WE BE SURE THERE WAS 
A DRONE? 

Some drone operators are 
skeptical about a drone 
reported at 3,500 feet and 
whether pilots in a fast- 
moving jet could accu¬ 
rately identify such a tiny 
object. 

Vic Moss, a founder of 
Drone U, a drone-operator 
school based in Albuquer¬ 
que, New Mexico, said 
many consumer drones are 
restricted from going that 
high, although home-built 
devices or older drones 
are not. There are, how¬ 
ever, videos online showing 
drones at such altitudes. 
“It’s possible, but it’s just in¬ 
credibly unlikely that it was 
an actual drone,” Moss 
said. “Drones are the new 


WHAT HAPPENED IN LON¬ 
DON? 

In mid-December, hun¬ 
dreds of flights were can¬ 
celed and more than 
100,000 people were 
stranded or delayed over 
two days after reports of 
drones spotted near the 
runway at Gatwick Airport, 
a major international hub. 

A few days later, police ar¬ 
rested two men living near 
the airport but later cleared 
them, and no other sus¬ 
pects have been identi¬ 
fied. Police also said that 
two drones found near the 
airport were not involved in 
the disruption. 

A few weeks later, a re¬ 
ported drone sighting brief¬ 
ly halted flights departing 
from London’s Heathrow 
Airport, one of the world's 
busiest. 

WHY IS THIS HAPPENING? 

If the intrusions in New Jer¬ 
sey and London were de¬ 
liberate, the motives are 


not clear. Officials in Lon¬ 
don said there was no in¬ 
dication that the Gatwick 
incident was terror-related. 
A criminal investigation 
has been opened into the 
Heathrow incident. 

WHAT ARE THE LAWS ABOUT 
FLYING DRONES NEAR AIR¬ 
PORTS? 

Federal rules forbid operat¬ 
ing a drone within 5 miles (8 
kilometers) of most airports 
or above 400 feet (120 me¬ 
ters) without a waiver from 
the FAA. 

ARE DRONE MANUFACTUR¬ 
ERS RESPONSIBLE? 

Devices from the biggest 
maker of consumer drones, 
DJI, include so-called geo¬ 
fencing — technology de¬ 
signed to prevent the air¬ 
craft from taking off near 
an airport. A drone that is 
launched properly but en¬ 
ters a no-fly zone will return 
to its launch site and land 
by itself. 

Owners say DJI can take 
days to unlock no-fly re¬ 
strictions around even small 
airports. 

However, many drones of¬ 
fered for sale don’t include 
such restrictions: They have 
no GPS or geofencing. 

CAN OPERATORS DISABLE 
SAFETY SYSTEMS? 

Yes. There are online dis¬ 
cussions in which drone 
operators talk about hacks, 
but they involve some level 
of technological sophisti¬ 
cation. 

“The geofences (from 
manufacturers like DJI) are 
in place, but in some cases 
they can be defeated — 
it's not easy,” said Tom Kil¬ 


patrick, a drone pilot who 
founded a drone company 
in Oklahoma. “They are de¬ 
signed to prevent the aver¬ 
age drone operator from 
flying near an airport." 
Home-built drones would 
likely not have those same 
safety features. 

WHAT’S BEING DONE TO 
PREVENT DRONES FROM IN¬ 
TERFERING? 

DJI says it has developed 
technology to track nearby 
drones — their flight path 
and the operator’s location 
— using mobile, ground- 
based units. 

The technology is currently 
only used to identify other 
DJI drones, not home-built 
devices, although drone 
experts said they believe 
DJI already has the abil¬ 
ity to expand it to track 
machines made by other 
manufacturers. 

WHAT ARE AIRPORTS DO¬ 
ING? 

The Port Authority of New 
York and New Jersey, 
which operates the New¬ 
ark airport, said in a state¬ 
ment that agency officials 
met last week with coun¬ 
terparts from the FAA, 
FBI and Homeland Secu¬ 
rity Department “to review 
and enhance protocols for 
the rapid detection and 
interdiction of drones." A 
spokesman would not pro¬ 
vide specifics and declined 
to say whether the airport 
has any anti-drone tech¬ 
nology. After the Gatwick 
incident, British officials said 
they have deployed drone- 
defense equipment at oth¬ 
er U.K. airports, although 
they gave few details.^ 







■TfeDAy 


Nurse arrested in 
rape of incapacitated 
woman who gave birth 


By TERRY TANG 
Associated Press 
PHOENIX (AP) — A nurse 
who was supposed to be 
looking after an incapaci¬ 
tated woman at a long¬ 
term health care facil¬ 
ity has been charged with 
raping her, weeks after the 
patient stunned her care¬ 
givers and family by giving 
birth to a baby boy, Phoe¬ 
nix police said Wednesday. 
Investigators arrested Na¬ 
than Sutherland, a licensed 
practical nurse, on suspi¬ 
cion of one count of sexual 
assault and one count of 
vulnerable adult abuse, 
Phoenix Police Chief Jeri 
Williams said. 

The surprise birth late last 
month triggered reviews 
by state agencies, high¬ 
lighted safety concerns for 
patients who are severely 
disabled or incapacitated 
and led to disciplinary ac¬ 
tions and resignations of 
staffers and managers. It 
also prompted authorities 
to test the DNA of all the 
men who worked at the 
Hacienda Healthcare fa¬ 
cility. 

Sutherland, 36, submit¬ 
ted his DNA sample under 
court order Tuesday and 
the results came back a 
few hours later, showing he 
was a match to the baby. 
He declined to speak with 
police and invoked his Fifth 
Amendment rights, police 
spokesman Tommy Thomp¬ 
son said. 

Sutherland, wearing a T- 
shirt, black athletic pants 
and jacket, appeared 
in court Wednesday. A 
Maricopa County Supe¬ 
rior Court commissioner or¬ 
dered him released on a 
cash-only $500,000 bond. 
He also must wear an elec¬ 
tronic monitoring device. 
Defense attorney David 
Gregan had asked for a 
lower bond on the grounds 
that Sutherland didn’t have 
a criminal record. He de¬ 
scribed his client as a fam¬ 
ily man with young children 
who has lived in Arizona 
since 1993. 

“There’s no direct evi¬ 
dence that Mr. Sutherland 


has committed these acts,” 
Gregan said. “I know at this 
point there’s DNA. But he 
will have a right to his own 
DNA expert.” 

Gregan did not immedi¬ 
ately return a message 
seeking comment. 
Investigators found that 
Sutherland had treated 
the victim and spent a lot 
of time with her, according 
to a probable cause state¬ 
ment. Investigators believe 
Sutherland raped the pa¬ 
tient sometime between 
February and April. 

A former neighbor, Esella 
Burr, said she lived next to 
Sutherland, his wife and 
four children for more 
than five years. She often 
saw the couple leave for 
church on Sundays and 
they would chat occasion¬ 
ally. 

“I can’t believe it,” Burr 
said. “He told me he was 
nurse and he liked his job.” 
Hacienda officials fired 
Sutherland after learning 
of his arresf. The company 
said if was “troubled be¬ 
yond words.” Sutherland 
had passed an extensive 
background check. 

“Once again, we offer 
an apology and send our 
deepest sympathies to the 
client and her family, to 
the community and to our 
agency partners at every 
level,” Hacienda said in a 
statement. 

The 29-year-old victim has 
been in long-term care 
since age 3 and gave birth 
at the facility on Dec. 29. 
Employees said they had 
no idea she was pregnant. 
As her guardian, the wom¬ 
an’s mother was required 
to submit an annual report 
to the court that included 
results of a medical exam. 
The case has prompted 
the departure or discipline 
of key figures at Hacienda 
Healthcare, including the 
CEO. The provider says one 
doctor who had cared for 
the woman resigned and 
another had been sus¬ 
pended. 

Earlier stories had de¬ 
scribed the patient as be¬ 
ing comatose or in a veg¬ 
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This photo provided by 
Maricopa County Sheriff’s 
Office shows Nathan 
Sutherland. 

Associated Press 

etative state. But her par¬ 
ents released a statement 
Tuesday disputing that 
characterization. □ 
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White supremacist pleads 
guilty to NYC sword killing 



James Jackson, right, confers with his lawyer during a hearing in 
criminal court, Wednesday Jan. 23, 2019 in New York. 

Associated Press 


By JIM MUSTIAN 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — A white 
supremacist pleaded guilty 
Wednesday to killing a 
black man with a sword as 
part of an attack that au¬ 
thorities said was intended 
to incite a race war in the 
United States. 

James Jackson admitted 
to fatally stabbing 66-year- 
old Timothy Caughman in 
March 2017 after stalking 
a number of black men in 
New York City. 

Jackson, who is white, told 
police he traveled from 
Baltimore to carry out the 
attack because New York 
is the media capital of the 
world. He said the slaying 
was intended to be prac¬ 
tice for further assaults on 
black people. 

Jackson, 30, faces life in 
prison without parole when 
he is sentenced Feb. 13 
after pleading guilty to six 
counts, including murder 
and a hate crime charge. 
He spoke in a calm and col¬ 
lected manner as Judge 
Laura Ward questioned 
him in Manhattan criminal 
court, saying “that’s true” 
when asked whether he 
was armed with a sword 
and two knives when he 
began hunting black peo¬ 
ple on the streets of Mid¬ 
town. 

The plea came several 
weeks after Ward ruled 
that jurors would hear Jack¬ 
son’s detailed confession if 
the case had gone to trial. 


Jackson’s attorneys said he 
pleaded guilty against their 
advice, aware he would 
face a mandatory life sen¬ 
tence. 

Caughman, who was re¬ 
membered as a gentle¬ 
man and a good neighbor, 
was alone and collecting 
bottles for recycling when 
he was attacked from 
behind with a sword. He 
staggered, bleeding, into 
a police station and died 
at a hospital. “This was 
more than a murder case,” 
Vance said outside the 
courtroom. “This was a type 
of cruelty that needs to be 
treated with the most seri¬ 
ous of our laws.” 

Jackson is from Baltimore 
and a veteran who served 
in Afghanistan. Family 
friends said previously that 
the allegations were out 
of line with how he was 
raised, in a tolerant and lib¬ 


eral middle-class family. 

In a 2017 jailhouse interview 
with the Daily News, Jack- 
son said he intended the 
stabbing as “a practice 
run” in a mission to deter in¬ 
terracial relationships. 

He said he would rather 
have killed “a young thug" 
or “a successful older black 
man with blondes ... peo¬ 
ple you see in Midtown. 
These younger guys that 
put white girls on the wrong 
path.” 

One of Jackson’s attorneys, 
Frederick Sosinsky, told the 
judge Wednesday that 
New York police improperly 
interviewed Jackson sev¬ 
eral weeks ago without no¬ 
tifying his defense lawyers. 
He said the officers who 
conducted the interview 
were not been assigned to 
the case and work in the 
intelligence division of the 
police department. □ 
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Amid wall debate, pope says fear of migration makes us crazy 



Pope Francis waves between Panamanian President Juan Carlos Varela and first lady Lorena 
Castillo de Varela after landing at Tocumen international airport in Panama City, Wednesday, 
Jan. 23, 2019. 


By NICOLE WINFIELD 
Associated Press 
PANAMA CITY (AP) — Pope 
Francis said Wednesday 
that fear of migration is 
“making us crazy” as he 
began a trip to Central 
America amid a stand¬ 
off over President Donald 
Trump's promised wall at 
the U.S.-Mexico border and 
a new caravan of migrants 
heading north. 

Francis was asked by re¬ 
porters about the proposed 
border wall Wednesday on 
the way to Panama, where 
he is looking to leave the 
sex abuse scandals buf¬ 
feting his papacy behind. 
Francis responded: “It is the 
fear that makes us crazy.” 
The pontiff's plane touched 
down in Panama City in the 
afternoon and he was met 
by President Juan Carlos 
Varela and first lady Lorena 
Castillo, who escorted him 
along a red carpet laid on 
the tarmac. 

Spectators waved Pana¬ 
manian flags in greeting 
and shouted, “This is the 
youth of the pope!" After 
a brief welcoming cere¬ 
mony, he was driven away 
from the airport and did not 
have any more activities 
scheduled for the evening. 
Francis landed as Venezu¬ 
ela’s protracted political 
crisis flared up, with the op¬ 
position president of the 
country's National Assem¬ 
bly declaring himself inter¬ 
im president and a num¬ 
ber of regional countries 
including the United States 
recognizing him. 

The Vatican had said previ¬ 
ously that the pope would 
refrain from making explicit 
reference to Venezuela 
while in Panama, but the 
developments ensured 


he would face questions 
about the South American 
nation during the trip. 

The Roman Catholic 
Church's first Latin Ameri¬ 
can pope and the son of 
Italian immigrants to Ar¬ 
gentina, Francis has made 
the plight of migrants and 
refugees a cornerstone of 
his papacy. Fie is also ex¬ 
pected to offer words of 
encouragement to young 
people gathered in Pan¬ 
ama for World Youth Day, 
the church’s once-every- 
three-year pep rally that 
aims to invigorate the next 
generation of Catholics in 
their faith. 

Panama Archbishop Jose 
Domingo Ulloa said Francis’ 
message is likely to reso¬ 
nate with young Central 
Americans who see their 
only future free of violence 
and poverty in migrating 
to the U.S. — “young peo¬ 


ple who often fall into the 
hands of drug traffickers 
and so many other reali¬ 
ties that our young people 
face.” 

The pope is expected to 
urge young people to cre¬ 
ate their own opportuni¬ 
ties, while calling on gov¬ 
ernments do their share as 
well. 

The visit is taking place as 
the U.S. government re¬ 
mains partly shut down in 
a standoff between the 
Trump administration and 
Democrats over funding for 
Trump’s promised border 
wall. 

Francis famously has called 
for “bridges, not walls." Af¬ 
ter celebrating Mass in 2016 
on the Mexican side of the 
U.S. border, he denounced 
anyone who wants to build 
a wall to keep out migrants 
as “not Christian.” 

Crowds are expected to 


Associated Press 

be smaller than usual for 
this World Youth Day — only 
about 150,000 people had 
registered as of last week 
— but thousands more will 
certainly throng Francis’ 
main events, which include 
a vigil and a final Mass on 
Sunday. The Vatican con¬ 
ceded that the January 
date doesn't suit school va¬ 
cations in Europe or North 
America, both of which 
typically send huge num¬ 
bers of pilgrims to World 
Youth Day gatherings. 
Francis’ trip, the first in a 
year packed with foreign 
travel, comes at a critical 
moment in the papacy 
as the Catholic hierarchy 
globally is facing a crisis in 
credibility for covering up 
decades of cases of priests 
molesting young people. 
The pope is expected to 
soon rule on the fate of 
former Cardinal Theodore 


McCarrick, the high-pow¬ 
ered U.S. archbishop ac¬ 
cused of molesting minors 
and adults. And he is host¬ 
ing church leaders at the 
Vatican next month on try¬ 
ing to chart a way forward 
for the global church. 
Vatican spokesman Ales¬ 
sandro Gisotti said there 
were no plans for Francis to 
meet with abuse survivors in 
Panama. 

Central America hasn't 
yet seen the explosion of 
sex abuse cases that have 
shattered trust in the Cath¬ 
olic hierarchy in Chile, the 
U.S. and other parts of the 
world. 

This is the first papal visit to 
Panama since St. John Paul 
II was there during a 1983 
regional tour that famously 
included an unscheduled 
stop at the tomb of Arch¬ 
bishop Oscar Romero in 
El Salvador. Romero had 
been gunned down by 
right-wing death squads 
three years earlier, at the 
start of El Salvador's civil 
war, for having spoken out 
on behalf of the poor. 
Salvadoran bishops had 
hoped Francis would follow 
suit and make a stop in El 
Salvador this time to pay 
his respects at Romero's 
tomb since Francis canon¬ 
ized him in October. But the 
Vatican said a Salvador 
leg was never really in the 
cards. 

The Panama visit is also the 
first by a pope since the 
Vatican embassy played 
a crucial role during the 
1989 U.S. invasion of Pana¬ 
ma, when dictator Manuel 
Noriega took refuge there 
and requested asylum on 
Christmas Eve after four 
days on the run trying to es¬ 
cape U.S. troops.□ 
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At Davos, battle lines are drawn over trade and cooperation 


By JAMEY KEATEN 
PAUL WISEMAN 
Associated Press 
DAVOS, Switzerland (AP) 

— World leaders in favor of 
infernafional cooperafion 
and free trade struck back 
Wednesday against the 
wave of populist national¬ 
ism that has featured more 
prominently than usual at 
the gathering of elites in 
Davos, Switzerland. 

As a dizzying array of heads 
of state - from Poland to 
Columbia to Rwanda - ad¬ 
dressed the political and 
business tycoons, the ques¬ 
tion of global cooperation 
emerged as a dividing line. 
The leaders of Japan and 
Germany — countries that 
have flourished on trade 
since their devastation un¬ 
der nationalist leaders in 
World War II — focused on 
the need for cooperation. 

It was a not-so-subtle dig 
at earlier speeches by the 
populist president of Brazil 
and U.S. Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo, who said 
governments should focus 
more on national self-inter¬ 
est over international rules. 
“I believe that it’s worth 
bringing together like- 
minded people around the 
world, because anything 
else will lead us into de¬ 
spair,” said German Chan¬ 
cellor Angela Merkel. 

She said efforts to combat 
global problems - from an 
economic slowdown to 
tensions over trade, Brexit 
and migration - “will only 
function if we are able to 
compromise.” 

She cited as a positive ex¬ 
ample a free trade deal 
between the European 
Union and Japan that will 
take effect Feb. 1. 

Japan’s prime minister, 
Shinzo Abe, put a similarly 
strong focus on working 
together, noting another 
trade deal, among Pacific 
Rim countries. 

He warned, however that 
there are risks. 

“U.S.-China trade friction is 
one of those risks and Ja¬ 
pan traditionally has said 
tit-for-tat trade-restrictive 
measures are of no ben¬ 
efit,” he said in his first ap¬ 
pearance in Davos in five 
years. 

The U.S. and China, the 





People attend the annual meeting of the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, Wednesday, 
Jan. 23, 2019. 


. Associated Press 

world s two biggest econo¬ 
mies, are locked in a major 
trade dispute and have 
put tariffs on hundreds of 
billions of dollars-worth of 
traded goods. 

The administration of U.S. 

President Donald Trump 
says China is not being 
transparent on govern¬ 
ment subsidies it gives Chi¬ 
nese companies and is 
swiping intellectual prop¬ 
erty from Western firms. 

While Abe and Merkel 
squarely warned against 
taking punitive measures 
like Trump has — without 
going through internation¬ 
al institutions like the World 
Trade Organization to set¬ 
tle disputes — both Japan 
and European countries 
have also complained 
about China. 

Abe said the WTO needs to 
be overhauled. 

“Major changes are tak¬ 
ing place and the WTO is 
behind the curve — it's not 
keeping up with pace," 

Abe said in a brief ques- 
tion-and-answer session. 

“We need to reform it.” 

Efforts were underway to 
defuse the U.S.-China dis¬ 
pute, with a high-level Chi¬ 
nese delegation expected 
to visit Washington on Jan. 

30. 


The level of tensions re¬ 
mained intense, however. 
China’s vice president used 
his own speech in Davos to 
take shots at Trump and his 
administration. 


“Shifting blame for one's 
own problems onto others 
will not resolve the prob¬ 
lems,” said Wang Qishan. 
“What we need to do is 
make the pie bigger while 
looking for ways to share it 
in a more equitable way,” 
he said. “The last thing we 
should do is to stop making 
the pie and just engage in 
a futile debate on how to 
divide it.” 

Trump had intended to 
visit Davos with a big del¬ 
egation to meet with the 
Chinese over the trade is¬ 
sues. They cancelled the 
trip, however, due to the 
government shutdown. 
Other major leaders have 
also had to nix their trip, in¬ 
cluding those of Britain and 
France to deal with Brexit 
and popular protests.Q 
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Turkey’s president in Moscow for Syria talks with Putin 


By VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Er- 
dogan sat down for Syria- 
focused talks with his Rus¬ 
sian counterpart Vladimir 
Putin on Wednesday as 
their governments bargain 
over zones of influence in 
the war-torn country. 

The leaders share strong 
opposition to the U.S. mili¬ 
tary presence in Syria, 
seeing it as an obstacle 
to their clout in the coun¬ 
try. The Kremlin meeting 
marked their first encounter 
since U.S. President Donald 
Trump announced the pull¬ 
out in a Dec. 19 tweet. 

Putin and Erdogan called 
each other “dear friend” 
while exchanging greet¬ 
ings at the start of the talks, 
hailing the close ties be¬ 
tween their countries and 
their importance for region¬ 
al security. 

Russia and Iran have 
helped Syrian President 
Bashar Assad to win back 
control of most of the 
country, while Turkey has 
backed Assad’s foes during 
the nearly eight-year con¬ 
flict. Despite that, the three 
countries have teamed up 
to broker a peace deal for 
Syria, united by their shared 



Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, left, speaks to Russian President Vladimir Putin during 
their talks in the Kremlin in Moscow, Russia, Wednesday, Jan. 23, 2019. 

Associated Press 


desire to undercut the U.S. 
clout in the region. 

The agreement is now test¬ 
ed by Trump's abrupt deci¬ 
sion to withdraw from Syria 
that has left Moscow, An¬ 
kara and Tehran jockeying 
for influence in the country. 
Russia says it expects 
Assad’s government to 
take over Kurdish-held bor¬ 
der regions east of the Eu¬ 
phrates River following the 
planned U.S. troop with¬ 
drawal from the area, while 
Turkey objects to the pros¬ 
pect. 

Ankara strongly supports 


the creation of a 32-kilome- 
ter (20-mile) “safe zone” in 
northeastern Syria to ensure 
that Syrian Kurdish militia 
— The People’s Protection 
Units, or YPG, which Turkey 
considers to be a “terror¬ 
ist group” for its ties to out¬ 
lawed Kurdish rebels inside 
Turkey — is kept away from 
the Turkish border. 

Moscow has signaled it 
could be open for discus¬ 
sions on the Turkish push for 
carving out the zone, but 
warned that it’s essential 
that the Syrian government 
takes over areas currently 


controlled by the U.S. and 
its Kurdish allies. Turkey fears 
any deal between the Syr¬ 
ian government and the 
YPG in the border area as 
well as in the strategic town 
of Manbij, under which the 
Kurdish militia would remain 
a threat to Turkey’s security. 
Russia appears eager to 
sponsor Damascus' talks 
with the Kurds in the hope 
that it would extend the 
Syrian government’s gains 
and further cement its hold 
on the country. The U.S. 
withdrawal has further bol¬ 
stered Russia’s role as the 


top power broker in Syria. 
Syrian pro-government 
paper Al-Watan reported 
Tuesday that a Kurdish del¬ 
egation arrived in Moscow 
a day before Erdogan. 
There was no independent 
confirmation yet from Kurd¬ 
ish officials. 

At the same time, Putin ap¬ 
pears willing to accommo¬ 
date Turkish security inter¬ 
ests in Syria, seeing strong 
ties with Turkey as an essen¬ 
tial counterbalance to the 
U.S. clout in the region. 
Turkey pointed at recent 
suicide bombings in Syria to 
argue that the Kurdish mi¬ 
litia has proven inefficient 
in fighting the Islamic State 
group. “The sudden in¬ 
crease in the number of at¬ 
tacks on U.S. troops suggest 
that the YPG is either un¬ 
able or unwilling to stop (IS) 
operations in northeastern 
Syria,” Fahrettin Altun, the 
Turkish presidential commu¬ 
nications director, wrote in 
an opinion piece published 
by the Al-Jazeera news 
website. Russian and Turk¬ 
ish interests also collide in 
the northwestern province 
of Idlib, which is packed 
with 3 million people, in¬ 
cluding many who were 
displaced from other parts 
of the country .□ 


In Congo, some party on eve of opposition taking presidency 



Supporters of Congolese President elect Felix Tshisekedi sell 
souvenirs outside his party headquarters in Kinshasa, Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, Wednesday Jan. 23, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By SALEH MWANAMILON- 
GO 

Associated Press 
KINSHASA, Congo (AP) — 

Memorial caps, vibrant T- 
shirts, plenty of food. The 
surprise win by Congo op¬ 
position leader Felix Tsh¬ 
isekedi has breathed new 
life into one neighborhood 
of the capital, Kinshasa, 
as supporters celebrate 
ahead of his Thursday inau¬ 
guration. 

Few expected an oppo¬ 
sition victory in Congo, 
where President Joseph 
Kabila has ruled since 2001 
and hung on for more than 
two years of turbulent elec¬ 
tion delays. While some 
protested what declared 
runner-up Martin Fayulu has 
called a rigged vote, oth¬ 
ers are embracing peace 
as long as Kabila is on the 


way out. Hundreds gath¬ 
ered on Wednesday out¬ 
side the headquarters of 
the president-elect’s Union 
for Democracy and Social 
Progress party. Tshisekedi's 
inauguration marks Con¬ 
go’s first peaceful, demo¬ 


cratic transition of power 
since independence from 
Belgium in 1960. 

Vendors celebrated the 
newfound optimism. 

Some sold clothes embla¬ 
zoned with images of Tsh¬ 
isekedi and his father, ven¬ 


erated opposition leader 
Etienne, who died in 2017 
after pursuing the presiden¬ 
cy for decades. Others bus¬ 
ily dished up food. 

“At home I earn 20,000 to 
25,000 francs a day in prof¬ 
it, but here every day I earn 
100,000 francs. I want to tell 
the new president to let us 
make a living here,” said 
Denise Mbombo, who set 
up a makeshift restaurant. 

A few meters away, Samuel 
Kanyinda sold the flat caps 
made popular by Etienne 
Tshisekedi. “Each day I sell 
more than 3,000 francs. 
It makes me feel good,” 
Kanyinda said. 

Congo’s boisterous orches¬ 
tras arrive every evening to 
party with supporters. 
Jimmy Tshimpaka said he 
had not returned home for 
five days, too eager to see 


his leader’s swearing-in. 

“I do not see the point of 
going to sleep at home," 
he said. “I must be here to 
show my joy.” 

The gathering caused ma¬ 
jor traffic jams on Kinshasa's 
main Lumumba Boulevard, 
to the grumbles of some 
neighbors. 

For the supporters, most of 
them under 30, hopes are 
high that Tshisekedi’s in¬ 
stallation as president will 
bring about badly needed 
change. “We have fought 
for a long time alongside 
Etienne Tshisekedi," said 
Jacques Mulumba. “To¬ 
day his son becomes presi¬ 
dent. We want him first to 
take care of all the social 
issues for Congolese, to 
create jobs, as so many 
young people do not have 
work.”Q 
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Hong Kong’s legislature takes up China national anthem bill 


By VIOLET LAW 
Associated Press 
HONG KONG (AP) — Hong 
Kong’s legislature took up 
a controversial bill Wednes¬ 
day that would punish any¬ 
one who “publicly and in¬ 
tentionally insults” the Chi¬ 
nese national anthem with 
up to three years in prison, 
raising concerns about Bei¬ 
jing’s growing influence in 
the semi-autonomous Chi¬ 
nese territory. 

The move came after soc¬ 
cer fans repeatedly booed 
the anthem at the start of 
international qualifiers, up¬ 
setting leaders of the ruling 
Communist Party in Beijing. 
The measure would also re¬ 
quire students to sing and 
study the song as part of 
their curriculum. 

Ever since Beijing sup¬ 
pressed the pro-democra¬ 
cy movement in the semi- 
autonomous city in late 
2014, heckling China’s na¬ 



Pro-Beijing protesters raise the Chinese National flag and the 
Hong Kong flag during a protest outside Legislative building in 
Hong Kong, Wednesday, Jan. 23, 2019. 

Associated Press 


tional anthem has emerged 
as a form of protest. The bill, 
which also includes a maxi¬ 
mum fine of $50,000 Hong 
Kong (US$6,410), will be up 
for passage this summer. 

A former British colony, 
Hong Kong was handed 
over to Chinese rule in 1997 


but continues to enjoy civil 
liberties such as freedom of 
the press that are denied in 
China. 

The “one country, two sys¬ 
tems” framework is sup¬ 
posed to last for 50 years 
but has been significantly 
eroded under authoritarian 


Chinese leader Xi Jinping, 
critics say. 

“We’re worried that by 
passing the bill, people's 
right and liberty to express 
themselves in terms of po¬ 
litical ideology will be re¬ 
stricted,” said Alvin Yeung, 
a lawmaker in Hong Kong's 
Legislative Council, known 
as LegCo. 

Pro-Beijing legislator Holden 
Chow disagreed, saying 
the bill was merely about 
upholding the sanctity of 
national symbols. 

“We are simply deterring 
people from showing dis¬ 
respect to the national an¬ 
them,” Chow said. 

Before LegCo went into the 
morning session, student 
pro-democracy activist 
Joshua Wong and several 
others staged a flash dem¬ 
onstration by mounting a 
black protest banner right 
under China’s national 
five-star emblem at Hong 


Kong’s government head¬ 
quarters. Emblazoned with 
the slogan “Freedom not 
to sing praises,” the banner 
was swiftly removed by se¬ 
curity and no arrests were 
reported. 

In 2017, Beijing enacted a 
national anthem law and 
entered it as an amend¬ 
ment to Hong Kong’s 
constitution. The anthem, 
“March of the Volunteers,” 
begins with a call for defi¬ 
ance: “Rise up, you people 
who refuse to be subjugat¬ 
ed.” 

The bill is virtually assured of 
passage since the legisla¬ 
tors who tend to side with 
Beijing outnumber the pro¬ 
democracy camp. 

But the law wades into un¬ 
tested waters since it repre¬ 
sents Beijing’s first effort at 
requiring Hong Kong to pass 
a mainland Chinese law, a 
potential breach of “one 
country, two systems.”□ 


Seoul accuses Japanese patrol plane of threatening flight 



People watch a TV screen showing file footage of a Japanese 
patrol plane during a news program at the Seoul Railway Station 
in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Jan. 23, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By KIM TONG-HYUNG 
Associated Press 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 

South Korea's military ac¬ 
cused Japan of a “clear 
provocation” over what it 
said was a threatening low- 
altitude flight by a Japa¬ 
nese patrol plane over a 
South Korean warship on 
Wednesday. 

Seoul’s Joint Chiefs of Staff 
said the plane flew 60 to 
70 meters (196 to 229 feet) 
above the water near a 
South Korean naval ship in 
seas southwest of the Ko¬ 
rean Peninsula. 

Japanese Defense Minis¬ 
ter Takeshi Iwaya denied 
the allegation, saying the 
aircraft flew more than 
twice as high as South Ko¬ 
rea claimed. Japan Chief 
Cabinet Secretary Yoshi- 
hide Suga said it was “es¬ 


sential that the Japanese 
and South Korean defense 
authorities try to communi¬ 
cate and promote better 
understanding.” 

Seoul and Tokyo are key 
U.S. allies and close eco¬ 
nomic partners, but are 


currently locked in disputes 
over military issues and war¬ 
time history. 

The announcement comes 
after a weekslong spat 
between the countries’ 
militaries over Japanese 
allegations that a South 


Korean warship locked its 
fire-control radar on a Jap¬ 
anese patrol plane in De¬ 
cember. South Korea's mili¬ 
tary denied the allegation 


and accused the plane of 
flying low over the warship, 
which was engaged in a 
rescue operation of a North 
Korean fishing boat.Q 
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Maduro foe claims Venezuela presidency amid protests 



Juan Guaido, head of Venezuela’s opposition-run congress, declares himself interim president 
of the nation until elections can be held during a rally demanding President Nicolas Maduro's 
resignation in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, Jan. 23, 2019. 


By JOSHUA GOODMAN 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— Venezuela’s crisis quickly 
escalated on Wednesday, 
as an opposition leader 
backed by the Trump ad¬ 
ministration declared him¬ 
self interim president in a 
direct challenge to em¬ 
battled socialist Nicolas 
Maduro, who retaliated by 
breaking off relations with 
the United States, his big¬ 
gest trade partner. 

For the past two weeks, 
ever since Maduro took 
the oath for a second six- 
year term in the face of 
widespread international 
condemnation, the new¬ 
ly-invigorated opposition 
had been preparing for 
nationwide demonstrations 
Wednesday coinciding 
with the anniversary mark¬ 
ing the end of Venezuela's 
last military dictatorship in 
1958. 

While Maduro has shown 
no signs of leaving, his main 
rival. National Assembly 
President Juan Guaido, 
upped the ante by declar¬ 
ing himself interim president 
before masses of anti-gov¬ 
ernment demonstrators 

— the only way, he said, 
to rescue Venezuela from 
“dictatorship.” 

In a seemingly-coordinated 
action, the U.S. led a cho¬ 
rus of Western hemisphere 
nations, including Canada, 
Brazil, Argentina and Co¬ 
lombia, that immediately 
backed the bold chal¬ 
lenge, with President Don¬ 
ald Trump calling on Mad¬ 
uro to resign and promising 
to use the “full weight" of 
the U.S. economic and dip¬ 
lomatic power to push for 
the restoration of Venezu¬ 
ela’s democracy. 

“The people of Venezuela 
have courageously spoken 
out against Maduro and 
his regime and demanded 
freedom and the rule of 
law,” Trump said in a state¬ 
ment. 

The stunning move, which 
to some harkened back 
to dark episodes of heavy- 
handed U.S. interventions 
in Latin America during the 
Cold War, drew a strong re¬ 
buke from Maduro. He re¬ 
sponded by swiftly cutting 
off diplomatic relations with 


the United States, the big¬ 
gest importer of the OPEC 
nation's oil, giving Ameri¬ 
can diplomats 72 hours to 
leave the country. 

“Before the people and 
nations of the world, and 
as constitutional president. 
.... I’ve decided to break 
diplomatic and political re¬ 
lations with the imperialist 
U.S. government,” Maduro 
thundered while holding 
up a decree banning the 
diplomats before a crowd 
of red-shirted supporters 
gathered at the presiden¬ 
tial palace. “Don’t trust the 
gringos. They don’t have 
friends or loyalties. They 
only have interests, guts 
and the ambition to take 
Venezuela's oil, gas and 
gold.” 

Not to be undone, Guaido 
issued his own statement, 
urging foreign embassies to 
disavow Maduro's orders 
and keep their diplomats in 
the country. 

The 35-year-old Guaido, a 
virtually unknown lawmak¬ 
er at the start of the year, 
has reignited the hopes of 
Venezuela's often belea¬ 
guered opposition by tak¬ 
ing a rebellious tack amid 
a crushing economic crisis 
that has forced millions to 
flee or go hungry. 

Raising his right hand in uni¬ 
son with tens of thousands 
of supporters, the leader of 
the opposition-controlled 


congress took a symbolic 
oath to assume executive 
powers he says are his right 
under two articles of Ven¬ 
ezuela constitution to take 
over as interim president 
and form a transitional gov¬ 
ernment until he calls new 
elections. 

“Today, January 23, 2019, 

I swear to formally assume 
the powers of the national 
executive as president in 
charge of Venezuela,” he 
told the cheering crowd as 
he stood behind a lectern 
emblazoned with Venezu¬ 
ela's national coat of arms, 
“We know that this will 
have consequences,” he 
shouted, moments before 
quickly slipping away to 
an unknown location amid 
speculation he would soon 
be arrested. 

The price of oil slipped for 
the third time in four days 
Wednesday, an indica¬ 
tion that international en¬ 
ergy markets are not overly 
concerned yet that the 
situation in Venezuela — 
America’s third top oil sup¬ 
plier and owner of Houston- 
based Citgo — will disrupt 
global crude supplies. 

The bold challenge to 
Maduro’s rule came after 
large crowds gathered in 
Caracas waving flags and 
chanting “Get out Madu¬ 
ro!" in what was the larg¬ 
est demonstration since 
a wave of unrest that left 


Associated Press 

more than 120 dead in 
2017. While the protests 
were mostly peaceful there 
were no signs that security 
forces heeded Guaido's 
call to join the anti-Maduro 
movement and go light on 
demonstrators. 

Hours after most demon¬ 
strators went home vio¬ 
lence broke out in Altami- 
ra, an upscale zone of Ca¬ 
racas and an opposition 
stronghold, when National 
Guardsmen descended on 
hundreds of youths, some 
of them with their faces 
covered, lingering around 
a popular plaza. Popping 
tear gas canisters sent hun¬ 
dreds running and hordes 
of protesters riding two and 
three on motorcycles flee¬ 
ing in panic. 

Blocks away, a small group 
knocked a pair of guards¬ 
man riding tandem off 
their motorcycle, pelting 
them with coconuts as they 
sped down a wide avenue. 
Some in the group struck 
the two guardsmen with 
their hands while others ran 
off with their gear and set 
their motorcycle on fire. 
Amid the showdown, all 
eyes were on the military, 
the traditional arbiter of po¬ 
litical disputes in Venezuela 
— and to whom Guaido 
has been targeting his mes¬ 
sage. 

Maduro, who lacks the mili¬ 
tary pedigree of his mentor 


and predecessor, the late 
Hugo Chavez, has sought 
to shore up support from 
the armed forces by doling 
out key posts to top gener¬ 
als, including heading the 
PDVSA oil monopoly that is 
the source of virtually all of 
Venezuela's export earn¬ 
ings. He has also been play¬ 
ing commander in chief, 
appearing last week at a 
military command meet¬ 
ing wearing camouflage 
fatigues and receiving the 
blessing of the defense 
minister, Gen. Vladimir Pa- 
drino Lopez. 

But beyond the public dis¬ 
plays of loyalty from the top 
brass, a number of cracks 
have started to appear. 

On Monday, Venezuelans 
awoke to news that a few 
dozen national guardsmen 
had taken captive a loy¬ 
alist officer and seized a 
stockpile of assault rifles in 
a pre-dawn raid. The gov¬ 
ernment quickly quelled 
the uprising, but residents in 
a nearby slum took to the 
streets to show their support 
for the mutineers by burning 
cars and throwing stones at 
security forces, who fired 
back with tear gas. 

Retired Maj. Gen. Cliver 
Alcala, a one-time aide 
to Chavez and now in ex¬ 
ile, said the opposition’s 
newfound momentum has 
reverberated with the mili¬ 
tary’s lower ranks, many 
of whom are suffering the 
same hardships as regular 
Venezuelan families. 

“I am absolutely certain 
that right now, especially 
younger troops are asking 
themselves whether Mad¬ 
uro is their commander in 
chief or a usurper,” Alcala 
said. 

Though intimidation has 
worked for the government 
in the past, it may not this 
time, said Dimitris Pantou- 
las, a Caracas-based politi¬ 
cal analyst. Discontent now 
appears to be more wide¬ 
spread and the ranks of 
security forces and govern¬ 
ment-allied groups have 
been thinned by the mass 
exodus of mostly young 
Venezuelans, he said. 

“The government is resort¬ 
ing to its old tricks, but the 
people no longer believe 
them,” Pantoulas said. □ 
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Celebrate our Dia di Betico with Us! 




ORANJESTAD - Tomorrow, Friday 
January 25th, the island will have 
lots of festivities that honor the late 
pro-autonomy political leader Gil- 
berto Francois (Betico) Croes. He 
helped the island attain the Status 
Aparte. Croes sadly lapsed into a 
coma after an accident on 31 De¬ 
cember 1985 (the night of Status 
Aparte) and was never conscious 
to see his accomplishment. He is 
called the father of the Aruban na¬ 
tion. Aruba was allowed to func¬ 
tion as a commonwealth within the 
Dutch Kingdom and Betico is hon¬ 
ored for this outcome since 1989 
by celebrating the Dia di Betico. 
The official holiday features per¬ 
formances, sporting events and 
games throughout the island. Aru¬ 
ba Today presents a selection of 
the events that take place on this 
festive day. 

Official Ceremony & Cultural Mani¬ 
festation 

The protocol program for the hon¬ 
oring of Betico Croes is a nice event 
to go to. The governor of Aruba as 
well as the government with spous¬ 
es will be present in their attire 
dress code. This will take place at 
the Plaza Libertador Betico Croes 
on Vondellaan at 9 AM. End of 
the afternoon you can enjoy the 
cultural manifestation, performed 
by several local artists. This will be 
between 6:30 PM and 11:30 PM, 
same location. Drinks and food are 
provided by the different stalls and 
there will be a kid’s corner for the 
little ones. 

City Walk 

Foundation Rancho organizes a 
very nice walking tour that will give 


you a good idea of Oranjestad. 
The tour takes 2 hours and focuses 
primarily on the city center with the 
neighborhood Rancho as heart of 
it. The first tour starts at 9 AM, the 
second at 11 AM, both with the 
starting point Centro di Actividad 
Rancho, Koningstraat 38. More in¬ 
formation on Facebook: Stichting 
Rancho. 

Musea 

The Plistorical Museum (Fort Zout- 
man at Oranjestad), the Museum 
of Industry (San Nicolas) the Com¬ 
munity Museum (San Nicolas) and 
also Carnival Euphoria Exhibition 
(San Nicolas) open their doors at 
this special day between 10 AM to 
6 PM. 

An assortment of drinks, snacks 
and more will take care of your in¬ 
ner needs while you enjoy some of 
our local culture. Performances by 
local artists and artisans are on the 
program. The Facebook page Fun- 


dacion Museo Arubano will give 
you more information. 

Sports 

Play some Chess 

The Aruban Chess Federation will 
organize a Chest Tournament in 
the light of Betico Croes day. Three 
categories scan participate: Chil¬ 
dren below 12 years old, children 
below 18 years old and an open 
category with all ages free to par¬ 
ticipate. The first category only 
plays on Saturday, the second day 
of the tournament. The tournament 
starts at 9 in the morning and will 
end approximately at 2 PM. There 
will be prices to win, please step 
by. More information on Facebook 
Aruba Chess Federation. 

Horse Riding Competition 

The complete weekend you will 
have the opportunity to visit a local 
ranch and admire some horse rid¬ 


ing competitions. At Rancho Bello 
Amanecer the amazons of Aruba 
and Curacao will surprise you with 
their elegance riding on these 
beautiful and gracious animals. 
Please check out their Facebook 
page: Org. Caballista Arubano. 

Run for Betico 

The famous Betico Croes Memorial 
race is a walk or run that is great 
for participants as well as for spec¬ 
tators. You may choose between 
walking or running 6 or running 10 
kilometers in the beautiful land¬ 
scape of St. Cruz and surroundings. 
The start point is at the Centro De- 
portivo Libertador Betico Croes (St. 
Cruz) at 6:00 AM. Take Note: 10K 
it’s only for runners. 

All participants MUST pre-register 
online AND pay at IBISA to be¬ 
come a participant of the event. 
Pre-registration online alone will 
not secure your spot. More infor¬ 
mation: Facebook IBiSA Aruba. □ 























THURSDAY 24 JANUARY 


fl14 l LOCAL 








Autwifcc f^ww Food 4 Pfci* 


J E. irausquin Blvid 64 - Eagle Beach, Afuba ■ wvm.as^mip^uenaruba com - Closed Mon 
Info * 297 525 4000 (Exl 172) / 508 3958 ■ restirvaliDnsG? a 5iesmiperuenaruba.com 


2 appetizers 


i Main dish 


1 Dessert 


Where culture, creativity and diversity lives, inclusion shall prevail! 


Maastricht - In the spirit of cultural celebration and expression on the 
island, this past weekend a remarkable moment in history took place 
in the Carnival Harbor Arena. The first special needs Youth Queen 
was crowned in celebration of Aruba’s 65th carnival anniversary. Be¬ 
sides winning the ultimate title during the Youth Queen election, llai- 
jah Croes represented courage and the beauty of inclusion in cultural 
activities on the island. Next to economic and cultural developments 
of Cultural and Creative Industries (CCIs), there is a tremendous con¬ 
tribution of CCIs on social progress and vigorous developments where 
people are the central attention. Societies should not only focus to 
thrive financially or economically, but should also take into account 
the social well-being of its people. 


Inclusion and the Sustainable Development Goals 

In previous columns, I elaborated on the 17 Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) the United Nations has proposed, so that all member 
countries can work together in creating more sustainable cities, com¬ 
munities and families. Seemingly, Aruba has also committed herself 
to implementation of these goals which focus on areas such as; pov¬ 
erty, education, health care, gender equality, reduced inequalities, 
economic growth, climate change, life on land and below water, 
justice and so much more. Specifically, on inclusion the SDGs propose 
different targets in making sure countries become more inclusive in 
economic, political, social and cultural spectrums. The idea is to “by 
2030, empower and promote the social, economic and political in¬ 
clusion of all, irrespective of age, sex, disability, race, ethnicity, origin, 



Aruba’s 65th Youth Queen enjoying herself after presenting 
her touching speech 



religion or economic or other sta¬ 
tus" (UN, 2018). 

Culture and Social Cohesion 

While the role of culture in promot¬ 
ing community cohesion and well¬ 
being has been fully recognized 
by diverse academics and profes¬ 
sionals in these fields, the narrative 
is equally important, thus, how the 
community enables or constrains 
the creative economy. The rela¬ 
tion between a community and its 
culture extends to concerns social 
harmony, which is imperative for 
healthy development. In an age in 
which societies like Aruba tend to 
become even more multi-cultural, 
identities and ways of life confront 
one another. In the multi-cultural 
society, culture can be a lever that 
stimulates pride, personal develop¬ 
ment, and self-fulfillment for minori¬ 
ties, and at the same time it can 
be a common language, a bridge 


between different groups (Borg 
van der & Russo, 2005). Talking 
about different groups relates to 
the statement of the SDGs. Groups 
of people irrespective of age, sex, 
disability, race, ethnicity, origin, re¬ 
ligion or economic or other status. 

On Aruba, this development is 
slowly transforming itself. More di¬ 
versity, more participation and 
exposure of “difference”. Social 
inclusion, besides having a social 
emphasis on development also 
triggers economic spectrums that 
are equally important. Inclusion of 
more women, migrants, disabled 
people in Aruba’s economy and 
cultural platform should also be a 
goal to achieve. 


Continued on Page 15 
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• Join the Players' Club and WIN UP TO $1,000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY - Guaranteed! 





Open daily 10nm to 4am I J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 
583.5000 I casinaGiEhambraxam 


mimBBM 


Bonus 4-Card BINGO 
starting at 1 pm! 

S6 for 4-Cord BINGO | 8 Games to Play 

$1/000 in 
Cash Prizes 

Additional S500 Cash Prize in oar Monlhty Early Bird 
Drawing when you purrhcise your cord before noon! 


THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 

Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Subway I Juan Vaidez Cafe i Dunkin Donuts I Baskin-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar I TOF Twist of Flavors | Aruba Aloe 
WE'R CUBA I Bijoux Terner Boutique | R-Glass | Curated Lab 
Hungry Piranha | The Lazy Lizard | The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa | The Collectables 


CASINO AND SHOPS 
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Where culture, creativity and diversity lives, inclusion shall prevail! 


Continued from Page 14 

Initiatives such as Trampolin pa Trabou have 
paved ways how Aruba can create programs 
where special needs women and men receive 
the opportunity to be creative and share their 
talent with the people on the island. So, now 
seeing llaijah being crowned in front of the is¬ 
land is an inspiration for all young boys and 
girls that face personal challenges to not only 
dream, but to participate in cultural activities. 
However, it is also a lesson for Aruba that in¬ 
clusion means, that there should be more sup¬ 
port and less discrimination. The reaction of the 
Aruban society was sincerely moving and I am 
happy to see this progress. 

By all means, culture enables citizen participa¬ 
tion, community empowerment, and social co¬ 
hesion as it promotes well-liked processes that 


build recognition and connections within com¬ 
munities. Cultural programs can accelerate the 
rootedness of newcomers including new mi¬ 
grants and those who have been casted out of 
the society. Local cultural activities and expres¬ 
sions can provide knowledge, awareness, and 
can foster processes that also relate inhabitants 
to the past, the present, and the future (Dux- 
bury, Hosaghahar, & Pascual, 2016). Social co¬ 
hesion is simply one aspect of the entire social 
agenda of a country. In the same way. Cultural 
and Creative Industries can serve as the lead¬ 
ing economy that will encourage tolerance of 
diversity, openness and respect for all contrib¬ 
ute to avoid tension and to promote social har¬ 
mony and cohesion, especially in multicultural 
countries such as Aruba. 

For Aruba, this is critical due to its multi-dimen¬ 
sional complexity of nationalities and migration. 


Just like culture and art are both key resources 
for dealing with Europe's social challenges, this 
could be the case for Aruba (European Com¬ 
mission, 2015). Social challenges that include 
social mobility, promoting new skills for jobs, ful¬ 
filling better employment and careers, fostering 
healthier and longer lives, combating poverty 
and social exclusion, and lastly, taking gender 
equality and equal opportunities further. Cre¬ 
ative Islander would like to congratulate llaijah 
Croes for her tremendous and beautiful perfor¬ 
mance. Thank you for being brave, being your¬ 
self and for showing Aruba, that inclusion is the 
future. 

Your touching speech to the community of 
Aruba reached the hearts of many. This is a 
milestone for Aruba, and will only enable more 
inclusion in all cultural and economic platforms 
on the island. Where culture, creativity and di¬ 
versity lives, inclusion shall prevailO 






Biography - Currently, Thais Franken is a 22-year-old Aruban student at the University of Maastricht (UM). She 
is studying a Master of Science in Public Policy and Human Development in collaboration with the Unites 
Nations University (UNU). Back home, on the beautiful island of Aruba she completed her Bachelor of Arts in 
Organization, Governance & Management (OGM) at the University of Aruba (UA). She successfully gradu¬ 
ated and defended her thesis titled “Placing Culture and Creativity at the Heart of the Aruban Sustainable 
Development” on July 6th 2018. ThaTs is very passionate about topics such as sustainability, innovation, cul¬ 
ture and creativity. Next to her academic interests, she enjoys reading, writing, dancing and cooking. 
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Harbour House Aruba: 

Urban Living a Stone’s Throw from 
Paradisiac Beaches 



ORANJESTAD — Cosmopolitan condominiums meaning an urban-like living on a 
central spot in Oranjestad in an open-floor concept, that is Harbour House Aruba. 
Best of it all: located in the middle of tropical paradise; Aruba. Yes, this is a divine 
reality with 94 units in the former 7-level Marazul building at the historical location of 
Paardenbaai. Make it your ultimate personal living or smart investment. 

Marinelda Cataya, Sales Manager, explains about this unique project. “I'd like to 
call it the new downtown living". Everything is close, you are very centrally located, 
just a step away from the beach though right in the main area in Oranjestad. You 
have history to tell and you are within walking distance to all Oranjestad has to offer. 
This is a different concept for Aruba, unique indeed.” Aruba Today had the pleasure 
to experience the work progress during a visit and the construction is in full speed al¬ 
ready. “We already sold 50 % of the units. The value for money is great in comparison 
with the current offerings in the market plus you distinguish yourself with a city-vibe 
condominium.” 




Unique Units 

There are 94 units, studios (all sold out), 2-bedroom condos 
and 3-bedroom condos. On the 7th level a penthouse is 
offered. On the same level we will find an ocean view 
fitness center, a solarium with a couple of hot tubs and 
an ample lounge area. Levels 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 house the 
condo units. Level 2 has the most amazing pool overlook¬ 
ing the beautiful Oranjestad harbor that not too many 
people know is called Schoenerhaven. On level 1 you will 
find the covered garage with a space for each owner 
and two spaces for the 3-bedroom owners. The purchase 
of a condo includes kitchen, appliances, closets, high 
speeds internet and HDTV capabilities. Marinelda: “You 
only need to bring your furniture and you are all set. If 
desired we can provide you with our in-house designer to 
assist. We also offer a rental program to guarantee you 
have no worries, only benefits." 

Harbour Buzz 

The ground floor will be a lively area attractive to both 
locals and visitors. There will be a pedestrian boulevard 
flanked by nice restaurants, good stores, ateliers for lo¬ 
cal artists, jewelry sellers and of course a minimarket. 
“Imagine that all is right at your doorstep and if that is not 
enough the marina with its restaurants, cinema, city cen¬ 
ter with its stores and dining locations and the only con¬ 
vention center in Aruba are all within walking distance. 
The best beaches are just minutes away", says Marinelda. 


Highlights 

• Infinity pool over Oranjestad Harbor 

• State-of-the-art lobby 

• Fitness center 

• Bar service 

• Rooftop with 360 degrees views of Oranjestad 

• On-site parking 

• 24-hours security 

• Top floor solarium with hot tub 

For more information: https://harbourhousearuba.comO 
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Tiger Woods watches his 
tee shot on the fourth hole 
during the pro-am round of 
the Farmer’s Insurance Open 
golf tournament on the North 
Course at Torrey Pines Golf 
Course on Wednesday, Jan. 
23, 2019, in San Diego, Calif. 

Associated Press 

Tiger returns 
to Torrey to 
face strong 
field, strong 
course 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
SAN DIEGO (AP) — Rory 
Mcllroy had a week to re¬ 
member his first trip to San 
Diego. He carried Northern 
Ireland's flag during the 
opening ceremony of the 
Junior World Champion¬ 
ship and later had a pic¬ 
ture taken at Torrey Pines 
with a certain Mr. Woods. 
That was 20 years ago. 

And it was Earl Woods, the 
father of Tiger. 

“Tiger was probably off 
winning majors," Mcllroy 
said wifh a laugh on fhe 
eve of his debut in the 
Farmers Insurance Open. 
Mcllroy saw enough of the 
South Course — 10 holes 
on Monday, the pro-am 
Wednesday — to appreci¬ 
ate why this public course 
along the Pacific bluffs 
has been known for years 
as Woods' personal play¬ 
ground. 

Continued on Page 23 



Karolina Pliskova of the Czech Republic reacts after defeating United States’ Serena Williams in their 
quarterfinal match at the Australian Open tennis championships in Melbourne, Australia, Wednesday, Jan. 
23, 2019. 

Associated Press 
Page 19 
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Vonn ‘hopeful’ she can ski again despite ailing knees 



United States' Lindsey Vonn speeds down the course during an alpine ski, women’s World Cup 
super-G in Cortina D’Ampezzo, Italy, Sunday, Jan. 20, 2019. 


By ANDREW DAMPF 
AP Sports Writer 

Lindsey Vonn isn’t quite 
done yet. 

The most successful female 
skier in World Cup history 
said Wednesday that she 
remains “hopeful” she can 
fix her ailing knees and 
race again. She just doesn’t 
know when — or if— that 
will be possible. 

“I’m taking things day by 
day and we will see what 
happens,” Vonn wrote on 
Instagram . “I know that I 
might not get the ending 
to my career that I had 
hoped for, but if there is a 
chance, I will take it." 

The announcement came 
three days after Vonn hint¬ 
ed at immediate retirement 
after failing to finish a super- 
G in Cortina d’Ampezzo, 
Italy, citing severe pain in 
both of her knees. 

Vonn said the reason she 
had “so much pain and 
muscle shut down in Cor¬ 
tina was due to an im¬ 
pact injury to my peroneal 
nerve." 

“This most likely came from 
the final jump on the first 
training run in Cortina, but 
it’s hard to know for sure,” 
Vonn added. “After that 
training run, the pain got 
progressively worse each 
day and by Sunday my 
lower leg was in a lot of 
pain and my muscles had 
completely shut down." 
Vonn, who hadn't raced 


all season because of a left 
knee injury, finished no bet¬ 
ter than ninth in three races 
in Cortina . 

“Now that we know the 
problem the next issue is 
fixing it,” Vonn said. “So far 
we haven’t found a solu¬ 
tion and as a result I will not 
be able to compete in to¬ 
morrow’s downhill training 
run." 

Downhill training in Gar- 
misch-Partenkirchen, Ger¬ 
many, is scheduled for 
Thursday and Friday, fol¬ 
lowed downhill and super- 
G races this weekend. 

Vonn needs to start at least 
one training run to race the 


downhill, per International 
Ski Federation rules. She 
can enter the super-G with¬ 
out any training runs. 

“Since this is a new ‘injury’ 
per say, I remain hopeful 
that we can fix it,” she said. 
Vonn has 82 wins — most 
among women — and four 
less than overall record- 
holder Ingemark Stenmark 
of Sweden. 

After Garmisch, her next 
scheduled competition is 
the world championships in 
Are, Sweden, which open 
on Feb. 5. 

Vonn had been planning 
to retire in December fol¬ 
lowing races in Lake Lou- 


Associated Press 

ise, Alberta, where she has 
won a record 18 times. 

If she is able to race again 
this week, Vonn's skis are 
waiting for her. 

“I have just arrived in Gar¬ 
misch and set up my ski 
room,” Heinz Haemmerle, 
Vonn’s longtime ski techni¬ 
cian, told The Associated 
Press. “The skis are ready 
whatever she’s deciding. 
That’s why I am here. Other¬ 
wise I could stay at home." 
Rainer Salzgeber, the rac¬ 
ing director for Head skis, 
added fhaf fhe company 
is preparing as if Vonn will 
race in Garmisch and then 
the worlds. 


“For Heinz right now it looks 
like this,” Salzgeber told the 
AP. “But how it will end up 
in the next couple of days 
or hours I do not know.” 
Vonn had returned to ac¬ 
tion in Cortina following 
an injury to her left knee — 
she hyperextended it and 
sprained a ligament while 
training in November. Also, 
her right knee is perma¬ 
nently damaged from pre¬ 
vious crashes. 

“I’ve had four surgeries on 
my right knee. I’ve got no 
LCL (lateral collateral liga¬ 
ment) on my left knee. I've 
got two braces on. There's 
only so much I can handle 
and I might have reached 
my maximum,” Vonn said 
Sunday. 

Patrick Riml, Vonn’s coach 
with the U.S. Ski Team for 
much of her career and 
now a representative with 
Red Bull, one of Vonn’s 
main sponsors, said the de¬ 
cision will come down to 
how her body feels. 
“Obviously there's some is¬ 
sues and some limitations if 
she can't put pressure on 
the leg like she wasn’t able 
to in Cortina,” Riml said. 
“We all want to see her 
competing and doing a 
good job,” Riml added, 
noting that the pain may 
have become too much 
to endure. “That’s for every 
athlete. If mother nature 
makes that call it’s never 
fun.’O 


50 years past last men’s Slam, Laver says it’ll happen again 



Rod Laver addresses a press conference at the Australian Open 
tennis championships in Melbourne, Australia, Wednesday, 
Jan. 23, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Tennis Writer 
MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) 

— Fifty years after Rod La¬ 
ver won the last true Grand 
Slam in men’s tennis, he is 
fairly confident the feat will 
be replicated one day, un¬ 
likely as it may seem. 

While Steffi Graf won all four 
major fennis fournaments in 
one season in 1988, no man 
has done it other than Don 
Budge in 1938 and Laver in 
1962 and 1969.Serena Wil¬ 
liams and Novak Djokovic 
each managed to collect 
four major trophies in a row 
but spread out over two 
seasons. 

Laver's first calendar-year 


Grand Slam came dur¬ 
ing the amateur era. He 
then turned pro — “I said: 
‘I can’t afford to stay this 
way. I haven’t made any¬ 
thing out of the game,’” 
Laver explained — and so 
was barred from entering 
the majors until the Open 
era began at Roland Gar¬ 
ros in 1968. 

The following year was the 
debut of professional ten¬ 
nis at the Australian Open, 
and he was eager to com¬ 
pete again. 

“You don’t say, ‘I’m going 
to win the Grand Slam.’ It's 
a nine-month title,” said La¬ 
ver, who turned 80 last year. 
“I told my wife, ‘I want to 


enter all four of fhem.' And 
she says: ‘Well, go ahead. 
It's your life with tennis.' And 
so I arrived down here, and 
she called me up and said 
she was pregnant. The due 
date was the exact date of 
the U.S. Open final.” 

He wound up winning the 
Australian Open, French 
Open, Wimbledon and 
U.S. Open — and his son 
was born three weeks late, 
so there was no conflict in 
New York. 

Completing the second 
Slam, against professionals, 
“gave me the satisfaction 
... that I could do it with all 
the players at the tourna¬ 
ment,” Laver said. □ 
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1 point away, Serena stunned by Pliskova at Australian Open 



United States' Serena Williams reacts after losing a point to Karolina Pliskova of the Czech Republic 
during their quarterfinal match at the Australian Open tennis championships in Melbourne, 
Australia, Wednesday, Jan. 23, 2019. 


By HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Tennis Writer 
MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) 

— Four times, Serena Wil¬ 
liams was only one point — 
a single point — from clos¬ 
ing out a victory in the Aus¬ 
tralian Open quarterfinals. 
On the first such chance, 
at 5-1,40-30 in the third set, 
she turned her left ankle 
awkwardly. The owner of 
the best serve in the sport 
would lose every point she 
served the rest of the way. 
And so it was that a startling 
reversal and result would 
follow Wednesday at Mel¬ 
bourne Park, with Williams 
dropping the last six games 
of a 6-4, 4-6, 7-5 loss to No. 
7-seeded Karolina Pliskova 
of the Czech Republic. 

“I can’t say that I choked 
on those match points,” 
Williams said. “She literally 
played her best tennis ever 
on those shots." 

The 37-year-old American 
didn’t call for a trainer dur¬ 
ing the match and later 
wouldn’t blame the ankle 
for the way everything 
changed down the stretch, 
saying afterward that it 
“seems to be fine.” 

But instead of Williams 
moving closer to an eighth 
championship at the Aus¬ 
tralian Open and record- 
tying 24th Grand Slam title 
overall, it is Pliskova who will 
continue the pursuit of her 
first major trophy. 

“I was almost in the locker 
room,” Pliskova told the 
Rod Laver Arena crowd, 
“but now I’m standing here 
as the winner.” 

Normally, Williams is the 
one manufacturing a 
comeback. This time, it was 
surprising to see her let a 


sizable lead vanish. Only 
twice before in 380 Grand 
Slam matches had Williams 
lost after holding a match 
point, at the 2010 French 
Open and 1999 Australian 
Open. 

In Thursday's semifinals, Plis¬ 
kova will face No. 4-seed- 
ed Naomi Osaka, who ad¬ 
vanced by beating No. 6 
Elina Svitolina 6-4, 6-1. The 
other women’s semifinal will 
be two-time Wimbledon 
champion Petra Kvitova 
against unseeded Ameri¬ 
can Danielle Collins. 

In men's action Wednes¬ 
day, No. 28 Lucas Pouille 
of France reached his first 
Grand Slam semifinal by 
beating 2016 Wimbledon 
runner-up Milos Raonic of 
Canada 7-6 (4), 6-3, 6-7 (2), 
6-4. Pouille, who is coached 
by two-time major champi¬ 
on Amelie Mauresmo, had 
been 0-5 for his career at 
the Australian Open until 
last week. His next oppo¬ 
nent will be 14-time major 
champion Novak Djokovic, 
who moved on when 2014 
U.S. Open finalist Kei Nishi- 
kori stopped playing while 
trailing 6-1,4-1. 

Nishikori was treated for leg 
problems by a trainer. 
Williams’ surprising depar¬ 
ture scuttled what would 
have been a much-antic¬ 
ipated rematch against 
Osaka, who beat her in the 
chaotic U.S. Open final last 
September. 

This defeat is the earliest in 
Australia for Williams since 

2014, when she exited with 
a fourth-round loss to Ana 
Ivanovic. Since then? She 
won the tournament in 

2015, lost in the final in 2016, 
and won again in 2017 


while pregnant, before 
missing last year’s edition a 
few months after the birth 
of her daughter. 

As for chasing Margaret 
Court’s all-time mark of 24 
Slam trophies in singles, Wil¬ 
liams said: “It hasn’t hap¬ 
pened yet, but I feel like it's 
going to happen.” 

The match against Pliskova 
was played under a stifling 
sun, with the temperature 
around 80 degrees (25 
degrees Celsius). Williams 
— coming off an intense 
three-set victory over No. 1 
Simona Halep in the fourth 
round — often stepped into 
the patches of shade be¬ 
hind each baseline. 

She did not start well, not 
well at all. Her mistakes 
were mounting and deficit 
was growing. 

In the first set alone, Williams 


made more than twice as 
many unforced errors as 
her opponent, 11-5, a pat¬ 
tern that would continue 
throughout. By the end, the 
margin was 37-15. 

Looking increasingly frus¬ 
trated, Williams would yell 
at herself after mistakes or 
gesture as if to say, “That’s 
NOT how I should be hitting 
the ball!” Add it all up, and 
Pliskova led by a set and a 
break at 3-2 in the second. 
Only then did Williams get 
going. From there, she im¬ 
mediately earned her first 
break point of the match 
and converted it to get 
to 3-all, beginning a run in 
which she claimed nine of 
11 games. 

“You don't really feel," Plis¬ 
kova said, “like you’re go¬ 
ing to win this match." 
Serving for the victory at 


Associated Press 

5-1, 40-30, Williams was 
called for a foot fault — 
reminiscent of an infamous 
such ruling at the U.S. Open 
a decade ago. During the 
ensuing point Wednesday, 
Williams twisted her left 
ankle and dumped a fore¬ 
hand into the net. 

She grabbed at her foot 
afterward, then double- 
faulted and would go on to 
cede that game. 

Not a big deal, right? She 
still had a sizable lead. 
Except that three more 
match points would follow 
while Pliskova served, and 
she saved each one. 
“There’s nothing I did wrong 
on those match points. I 
didn't do anything wrong. 
I stayed aggressive," Wil¬ 
liams said. “She just liter¬ 
ally hit the lines on some of 
them.’O 
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Hat tricks for Hertl, Ovechkin as Sharks beat Caps 7-6 in OT 



Washington Capitals goaltender Braden Holtby looks back at the game winning goal that San 
Jose Sharks center Tomas Hertl, from the Czech Republic, shot for a hat trick in the overtime 
portion of an NHL hockey game, Tuesday, Jan. 22, 2019, in Washington. The Sharks won 7-6. 

Associated Press 

streak to nine games. 


By The Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — To¬ 
mas Hertl completed his hat 
trick by scoring in overtime, 
and the San Jose Sharks 
withstood Alex Ovechkin’s 
three goals to beat the 
Washington Capitals 7-6 on 
Tuesday night and hand 
the defending Stanley Cup 
champions their sixth con¬ 
secutive defeat. 

Hertl scored 2:48 into the 
3-on-3 session, and a hand¬ 
ful of hats were tossed onto 
the ice. Many more cas¬ 
caded down earlier after 
Ovechkin’s third hat trick 
this season and 23rd of his 
career, but that came in 
a losing effort because of 
Evander Kane’s dramatic 
goal that helped the Sharks 
end their three-game skid. 
With goaltender Martin 
Jones pulled for an ex¬ 
tra attacker, Kane beat 
Braden Holtby with a sec¬ 
ond left in regulation for his 
second of the night. Holtby 
allowed seven goals on 43 
shots in what was not one 
of the All-Star goalie’s finest 
performances. 

Joe Pavelski and Logan 
Couture also scored for San 
Jose, which has allowed six 
goals in each of its past four 
games. 

T.J. Oshie, Andre Burakovsky 
and Evgeny Kuznetsov also 
scored for Washington, 
which has lost six in a row 
for the first time since the 
2013-14 season. 
BLACKHAWKS 3, ISLANDERS 


2, SO 

CHICAGO (AP) —Jonathan 
Toews and Patrick Kane 
scored in the shootout as 
Chicago halted New York’s 
five-game winning streak. 
Toews scored on a back¬ 
hander and Kane beat 
Robin Lehner between 
the pads after nearly pull¬ 
ing to a stop. Cam Ward 
stopped Josh Bailey and 
Mathew Barzal to give the 
Blackhawks their second 
straight victory following a 
five-game slide. 

Toews and Dylan Strome 
scored power-play goals 
in regulation for Chicago. 


Strome connected during 
a 5-on-3 advantage in the 
second period to end the 
Islanders' shutout streak at 
158 minutes, 58 seconds. 
Valtteri Filppula and Barzal 
scored in regulation for the 
Metropolitan Division lead¬ 
ers, who lost for just the third 
time in 15 games. 

Ward stopped 34 shots 
through overtime. Lehner 
made 38 saves for the Is¬ 
landers, who came into the 
game off fwo sfraighf shuf- 
oufs. 

Chicago's Alex DeBrincaf 
had fwo assists and Kane 
had one to extend his point 


FLAMES 3, HURRICANES 2, 
OT 

CALGARY, Alberta (AP) — 

Mikael Backlund scored 15 
seconds into overtime to 
give Calgary a victory over 
Carolina. 

Calgary (33-13-5) heads 
into the All-Star break as 
the No. 1 team in the West¬ 
ern Conference, six points 
up on San Jose. 

Oliver Kylington and Mark 
Jankowski also scored for 
fhe Flames, who finished 
9-1-1 in January. David Rit- 
fich made 33 saves to im¬ 
prove to 8-0-2 in his last 10 


starts. 

Sebastian Aho tied it for 
Carolina with 44 seconds 
left in regulation. Dougie 
Hamilton also scored for 
the Hurricanes, and Peter 
Mrazek stopped 22 shots. 

It was the first game be¬ 
tween the teams since Bill 
Peters resigned as coach 
of the Hurricanes after four 
seasons and was hired by 
the Flames in April 2018. 

RED WINGS 3, OILERS 2 
EDMONTON, Alberta (AP) 
— Luke Glendening scored 
twice and Detroit headed 
into the All-Star break with 
a win over Edmonton. 

Dylan Larkin had a goal 
for the Red Wings, who 
snapped their two-game 
skid. Jimmy Howard made 
32 saves. 

Leon Draisaitl and Matt 
Benning scored for the Oil¬ 
ers, who have lost three in 
a row. 

COYOTES 3, SENATORS 2 
OTTAWA, Ontario (AP) — 

Vinnie Hinostroza scored 
twice and added an assist 
to lead Arizona over Ot¬ 
tawa. 

Derek Stepan also scored 
for the Coyotes, who are 
6-1-1 in their past eight 
games. Darcy Kuemper 
stopped 25 shots. 

Bobby Ryan and Ryan Dz- 
ingel had the goals for the 
Senators. Craig Anderson, 
making his second start af¬ 
ter missing 12 games with a 
concussion, finished wifh 30 
savesO 


Struggling Edmonton Oilers fire GM Peter Chiarelli 



In this Nov. 4,2015, file photo, Edmonton Oilers general manager 
Peter Chiarelli gives an update on injured Oilers hockey player 
Connor McDavid in Edmonton, Alberta. 

Associated Press 


By STEPHEN WHYNO 
AP Hockey Writer 

Edmonton fired Peter Chi¬ 
arelli on Wednesday in 
an indictment of his roster 
moves in three-plus years as 
general manager, with the 
Oilers in striking distance of 
a playoff spot during an¬ 
other losing season. 

The team announced Chi- 
arelli's abrupt dismissal in 
the aftermath of its third 
consecutive loss. Edmon¬ 
ton has lost 12 of its past 16 
games going into the All- 
Star Break. The Oilers are 
14-14-2 since firing coach 
Todd McLellan and replac¬ 
ing him with Ken Hitchcock. 
CEO Bob Nicholson will 


oversee hockey operations 
and the search for Chiarel- 
li’s replacement. Nicholson 
said at a news conference 
in Edmonton that Keith 
Gretzky will assume GM 
responsibilities for the time 
being, including the point 
role ahead of the Feb. 25 
trade deadline. 

Nicholson said the Oilers, 
who are three points out of 
the final playoff spot in the 
Western Conference, still 
believe they can make the 
playoffs but won’t sacrifice 
the future to try to make 
quick fixes. He said the or¬ 
ganizational decision was 
made this week to fire Chi¬ 
arelli, who was told at the 


second intermission of a 
loss Tuesday night to Detroit 
so he could quietly leave 
the arena. 

Nothing else about Chiarel- 
li’s tenure in Edmonton was 
quiet. He was hired in 2015 
after the Oilers won the 
draft lottery and selected 
star Connor McDavid. He 
was heralded as the right 
executive to get the Oilers 
back to respectability. 
They’ve made the play¬ 
offs just once in McDavid’s 
three seasons despite him 
putting up 329 points in 258 
games, leading the league 
in scoring twice and win¬ 
ning the Hart Trophy as NHL 
MVP.Q 
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George, Westbrook lead Thunder 
past Trail Blazers 123-114 
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Oklahoma City Thunder guard Russell Westbrook (0) goes up for 
a shot as Portland Trail Blazers center Jusuf Nurkic (27) defends 
in the second half of an NBA basketball game in Oklahoma 
City, Tuesday, Jan. 22, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Nets minority owner 
buys WNBA’s Liberty 


OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — 

Paul George had 36 points 
and eight rebounds, Russell 
Westbrook had a triple¬ 
double of 29 points, 14 
assists and 10 rebounds 
and the Oklahoma City 
Thunder beat the Portland 
Trail Blazers 123-114 on 
Tuesday night. 

Steven Adams and 
Terrance Ferguson each 
added 14 points for 
Oklahoma City, which 
snapped a three-game 
losing streak to Portland 
at Chesapeake Energy 
Arena. After a stretch of 
losing five of six games, 
the Thunder have won 
three straight and moved 
back into third place in the 
fluid Western Conference 
standings. 

Damian Lillard had 34 
points and eight assists, and 
C.J. McCollum scored 31 
for Porfland, which had a 
three-game winning streak 
snapped. Jusuf Nurkic had 
22 points and 15 rebounds. 
Except for McCollum, who 
went 7 of 12 from 3-point 
range, the Trail Blazers 
struggled from behind 
the arc, going 10 for 36. 
Oklahoma City hit 11 of 23 
3-point attempts. 

RAPTORS 120, KINGS 105 
TORONTO (AP) — Kyle 
Lowry and Fred VanVIeet 
each scored 19 points, 
Pascal Siakam had 18 and 
Toronto beat Sacramento. 


CHICAGO (AP) — Colora¬ 
do midfielder Kellyn Acosta 
has been cut from fhe U.S. 
soccer rosfer for upcoming 
exhibitions against Pana¬ 
ma and Costa Rica. 

New coach Gregg Berhal- 
ter also dropped Salt Lake 
defender Jusfen Glad on 
Tuesday along with goal¬ 
keepers Alex Bono of To¬ 
ronto and Tyler Miller of Los 
Angeles FC. 

The U.S. team has been 
training in Chula Vista, Cali¬ 
fornia, ahead of matches 
against Panama on Sun¬ 
day at Glendale, Arizona, 


Serge Ibaka had 15 points 
and 10 rebounds as the 
Raptors extended their 
home winning streak to 10 
games. Toronto's franchise 
record for consecutive 
home wins is 12. 

C.J. Miles scored a season- 
high 15 points and Norm 
Powell added 11 as Toronto 
overcame the absence of 
Kawhi Leonard (rest) to win 
for the eighth time in nine 
games. 

Leonard missed his third 
straight game for rest and 
will also skip Wednesday's 
game at Indiana. He is 
expected to return Friday 
at Houston. 

Kings rookie Marvin Bagley 
scored a career-high 
22 points and added 11 
rebounds in his first career 
start. Bogdan Bogdanovic 
scored 16 points and Brady 
Hield had 15 as Sacramento 
lost for the third time in four 
games. 

TIMBERWOLVES 118, SUNS 
91 

PHOENIX (AP) — Karl- 
Anthony-Towns had 25 
points, 18 rebounds and 
seven assists and Minnesota 
took an early lead and 
rolled past short-handed 
Phoenix. 

Josh Okogie added a 
career-high 21 points for 
the Timberwolves, who 
beat the Suns for the 
second time in a row, 
following a 116-114 win in 


and versus Costa Rica on 
Feb. 2 at San Jose, Cali¬ 
fornia. Twenty-three play¬ 
ers remain on the roster, all 
from Major League Soccer, 
including 11 who could 
make their national team 
debuts. 

Just four players have more 
than six international ap¬ 
pearances: midfielders Mi¬ 
chael Bradley (142), Paul 
Arriola (17) and Wil Trapp 
(11), and forward Gyasi 
Zardes (40). Among de¬ 
fenders, Walker Zimmer¬ 
man has the most appear¬ 
ances with four. 


Minneapolis on Sunday. In 
both games, Phoenix was 
without centers Deandre 
Ayton (left ankle sprain) 
and Richaun Holmes (right 
foot sprain). 

Devin Booker scored 14 
for Phoenix before he and 
Minnesota's Gorgui Deng 
were ejected with 5:24 left 
in the third quarter. Phoenix 
already trailed by 20 by 
then. 

Josh Jackson had a 
season-high 27 points and 
10 rebounds for Phoenix, 
which lost its fifth straight. 
Kelly Oubre Jr. added 13 
and Dragan Bender, who 
started at center, had 12 
points and 10 boards. 
Andrew Wiggins scored 17 
and Jared Bayless 14 for 
Minnesota. 

MAVERICKS 106, CLIPPERS 
98 

DALLAS (AP) — Dennis 
Smith Jr. had 17 points and 
eight rebounds in his return 
after a week away from the 
team amid trade talk, and 
Dallas beat Los Angeles. 
Smith had two of his four 
assists on a layup and 
alley-oop dunk in the 
fourth quarter for DeAndre 
Jordan, who had 13 points, 
16 rebounds and four 
blocks. 

Rookie sensation Luka 
Doncic matched Smith 
with 17 points. Harrison 
Barnes led Dallas with 20 
points. □ 


Berhalter will not have his 
full player pool available 
until March exhibitions. His 
first competitive matches 
will be at the CONCACAF 
Gold Cup in June. 

The revised roster: 
Defenders: Reggie Cannon 
(Dallas), Greg Garza (Cin¬ 
cinnati), Justen Glad (Salt 
Lake), Nick Lima (San Jose), 
Aaron Long (New York Red 
Bulls), Daniel Lovitz (Mon¬ 
treal), Mark McKenzie (Phil¬ 
adelphia), Keegan Rosen- 
berry (Colorado), Auston 
Trusty (Philadelphia), Walk¬ 
er Zimmerman (LA)O 


By DOUG FEINBERG 
AP Basketball Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The New 

York Liberty have a new 
owner and get to keep 
their NBA ties. 

An investment group led by 
Brooklyn Nets minority own¬ 
er Joseph Tsai has bought 
the Liberty, the WNBA an¬ 
nounced Wednesday. 
Terms were not disclosed. 
Tsai, co-founder of fhe e- 
commerce giant Alibaba 
Group, bought a 49 per¬ 
cent interest in the Nets in 
April. 

“We are fortunate to wel¬ 
come Joe Tsai to the WNBA 
family at a pivotal time for 
our league,” WNBA interim 
president Mark Tatum said 
in a statement. “As active 
participants in the New 
York community, Joe and 
his team are very well-posi¬ 
tioned to take the Liberty to 
exciting new heights.” 

The team will continue 
to play most of its home 
games at the Westchester 
County Center this year. 
The Liberty will play one 
game at Brooklyn's Bar¬ 
clays Center, the home of 


the Nets, as a Comm-UNITY 
Day celebrating commu¬ 
nity, diversity and inclusion. 
“The Liberty and WNBA ex¬ 
emplify whaf if means to 
compete at the highest lev¬ 
el, serve as role models in 
the local community, and 
bring greater opportunities 
to female athletes," Tsai 
said. “Our goal is to contin¬ 
ue this important work and 
help bring the WNBA into its 
next phase of growth.” 
Previous Liberty owner 
James Dolan put the team 
up for sale in November 
2017. There had been sev¬ 
eral potential buyers and 
a few were close to a pur¬ 
chase, but the deals fell 
through for various reasons. 
“As the proud owner of fhe 
Liberty for fhe pasf 22 years, 
we are pleased that Joe 
Tsai will now guide the fran¬ 
chise with a commitment 
to serving its loyal and pas¬ 
sionate fans in New York,” 
Dolan said. 

New York is one of fhe three 
original WNBA franchises 
still in existence, along with 
the Los Angeles Sparks and 
the Phoenix Mercury .□ 


Acosta, Glad, Bono, 
Miller cut from U.S. roster 
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DISPORTS 



Larry Fitzgerald returning to Cardinals for 16th season 



In this Dec. 30,2018, file photo, Arizona Cardinals' Larry Fitzgerald, 
left, snags a one-handed touchdown pass against the Seattle 
Seahawks during the first half of an NFL football game, in Seattle. 
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By BOB BAUM 
AP Sports Writer 
PHOENIX (AP) — That Hall 
of Fame slot will have to 
stay vacant for a while. Lar¬ 
ry Fitzgerald isn’t ready to 
hang up the cleats just yet. 
The receiver, whose ca¬ 
reer statistics rank among 
the best ever to play the 
game, has signed a one- 
year contract to return for 
a 16th season with the Ari¬ 
zona Cardinals. 

“No player has meant more 
to this franchise or this com¬ 
munity than Larry Fitzger¬ 
ald,” team President Mi¬ 
chael Bidwill said Wednes¬ 
day in the news release an¬ 
nouncing the signing. 
Fitzgerald explained his de¬ 
cision in an Instagram post. 
“A fire burned inside of me 
my rookie year," he wrote, 
“a desire, over all else, to 
be great. To excel on the 
field. To impact the lives of 
others off of it. I’m grateful 
that the fire still burns just 
as bright today, and that 
this organization has let me 
chase that fire for well over 
a decade.” 

Fitzgerald continued: 
“Nothing excites me more 
than continuing to chase 
greatness with everyone 
here on and off the field.” 
Fitzgerald, who will be 36 
before the next season 
begins, may have been 


enticed by the hiring of 
Kliff Kingsbury to replace 
the fired Steve Wilks. Kings¬ 
bury will bring his “air raid” 
offense from Texas Tech, 
where he coached for six 
seasons, and brought in 
veteran assistant coach 
Tom Clements to work with 
quarterback Josh Rosen, 
who had a rocky rookie 
season. 

In recent years. State Farm 
Stadium rocked with chants 
of “Lar-ry! Lar-ry!” after one 
of his inevitable big plays. 
Probably no sports figure in 
Arizona has been as well¬ 
loved as No. 11. 


Bidwill said in an interview 
with the team's flagship 
radio station, 98.7 FM Ari¬ 
zona’s Sports Station, that 
he believes Kingsbury’s hir¬ 
ing helped lure Fitzgerald 
back. 

“I think they had a great 
conversation and he’s ex¬ 
cited about focusing on 
the offense," Bidwill said. 
“Obviously, he was very dis¬ 
appointed as all of us were 
in 2018. He bleeds Cardinal 
red. He wants to be part of 
getting this turned around. 
It’s exciting he was able to 
make a quick decision and 
get right to it.” 


Arizona went 3-13 last 
season, the worst record 
in the NFL and matching 
the worst for the Cardinals 
since the franchise moved 
to the desert from Sf. Louis 
30 years ago. The Cardinals 
finished lasf in the league in 
total offense, passing and 
rushing. 

Consequently, it was a 
down year for Fitzgerald 
statistically, too. After three 
straight 100-catch seasons, 
Fitzgerald had 69 recep¬ 
tions for 734 yards and six 
touchdowns. He did, how¬ 
ever, throw his first career 
TD pass, against the Rams 
in the next-to-last game of 
the season. 

Fitzgerald has been remark¬ 
ably durable in his career. 
He's caught a pass in 227 
consecutive games, the 
second-longest such streak 
in NFL history. 

He passed more milestones 
last season. 

With 16,279 yards receiv¬ 
ing, Fitzgerald passed Hall 
of Famer Terrell Owens for 
second (behind Jerry Rice) 
on the NFL career list. With 
1,303 career catches, he 
passed Rice for most re¬ 
ceptions for one team in 
his career. By playing in the 
season finale at Seattle, 
Fitzgerald tied kicker Jim 
Bakken for most games by 
a Cardinal at 234. 


Fitzgerald needs 23 catch¬ 
es to pass Antonio Gates 
into second (again behind 
Rice) in career receptions. 
Drafted No. 3 overall by the 
Cardinals out of Pittsburgh 
in 2003, Fitzgerald has never 
indicated a desire to play 
anywhere else, despite the 
intermittent struggles of the 
team. 

He’s caught passes from 
19 quarterbacks during his 
time in Arizona, with the 
most memorable years 
coming when he was 
paired with Kurt Warner 
and Carson Palmer. 

He’s been at his best in the 
postseason. 

No one has matched his 
record of 942 yards receiv¬ 
ing in his first nine playoff 
games. He has five 100- 
yard receiving games in 
the postseason, an NFL- 
best three of af least 150 
yards. 

At the news conference 
announcing his hiring, the 
49-year-old Kingsbury was 
asked about trying to woo 
Fitzgerald back for another 
season. 

“What a great role mod¬ 
el, what a great leader to 
have on your team,” Kings¬ 
bury said at the time, “and 
I would be honored to work 
with him. He’s a guy I’ve 
admired from afar for a 
long time.”G 
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In this Tuesday, July 10, 2018 file photo, Seattle Mariners Ichiro 
Suzuki, of Japan, smiles during warm ups before a baseball 
game against the Los Angeles Angels in Anaheim, Calif. 


By TIM BOOTH 
AP Sports Writer 
SEATTLE (AP) — Ichiro Su¬ 
zuki has agreed to a minor 
league deal with the Se- 


Associated Press 

attle Mariners, paving the 
way for the 45-year-old to 
play in the Mariners' sea¬ 
son-opening series in Ja¬ 
pan. 


Ichiro Suzuki agrees to minor 
league deal with Mariners 


Suzuki's agent, John Boggs, 
confirmed the agree¬ 
ment on Wednesday and 
said Suzuki’s deal would 
become a major league 
contract if he is added to 
Seattle’s expanded roster 
for the two games the Mari¬ 
ners will play against Oak¬ 
land to open the season 
in March in Tokyo. Seattle 
general manager Jerry Di- 
poto has said Suzuki is ex¬ 
pected to be on the roster 
for those games. 

Suzuki started last season 
playing for the Mariners but 
transitioned into a front-of¬ 
fice role as a “special assis¬ 
tant to the chairman" that 
allowed him to take part 


in pregame workouts and 
batting practice but not 
to be in the dugout during 
games. The move ended 
his season abruptly but with 
the knowledge that Se¬ 
attle was opening 2019 in 
Japan, which would be a 
highly anticipated oppor¬ 
tunity for him to play in his 
home country. Suzuki was 
hitting .205 in 44 at-bats 
during his limited action in 
2018, and all nine of his hits 
this were singles. 

Suzuki was named both the 
2001 AL Rookie of the Year 
and MVP with the Mariners 
and won a pair of AL bat¬ 
ting titles. He was traded 
to the Yankees midway 


through 2012, played parts 
of three seasons with New 
York, then spent three sea¬ 
sons with Miami. 

The 10-time All-Star has a 
.311 average and 3,089 
hits, not including the 1,278 
hits he amassed in nine 
seasons in Japan. 

“One thing I’ve learned 
about Ichiro, his prepara¬ 
tion and focus is the best 
I’ve ever seen in any player 
I’ve ever encountered,” Di- 
poto said earlier this month 
when Seattle introduced 
new pitcher Yusei Kikuchi. 
“His single-mindedness in 
achieving a goal is so real 
that I won't put anything 
past him.” □ 
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Tiger 

Continued from Page 17 

Along with a Junior World 
title as a teenager, Woods 
has won the PGA Tour 
event seven times, and his 
most famous title at Torrey 
was that 2008 U.S. Open for 
his 14th major. 

“You need to be a tremen¬ 
dous ball striker. You need 
to be a great iron player, 
a great short game,” Mcll- 
roy said. “And those have 
been the hallmarks of his 
game over the past 20- 
odd years. So I can see 
why he has done so well 
around here.” 

Woods gets his next crack 
when he makes his 2019 
debut at Torrey Pines, with 
a chance to win consecu¬ 
tive PGA Tour starts for the 
first time in six years. 

Never mind that his last 
start was four months ago 
at the season-ending Tour 
Championship. 

All that did was ratchet up 
the expectations, a far cry 
from a year ago when ex¬ 
pectations were replaced 
by curiosity. Woods started 
last season after recover¬ 
ing from a fourth back sur¬ 
gery, unsure how he would 
respond from gouging out 
of thick rough or how much 
he would be able to play in 
the early part of the year. 
“Way different,” Woods 
said. “Last year was very 
fluid, and it was like trying 
to hit a moving target. It 
was quite interesting to try 
and figure it all out as the 
year progressed. 

This year I have a great un¬ 
derstanding of what I can 
and can’t do. There’s not 
uncertainly that I had last 
year after what I did at the 
end of last year.” 

Woods brings a big buzz 
to a tournament that al¬ 
ready has a lot going for 
if — good weafher, gor¬ 
geous views of fhe Pacific, 
the first network coverage 
of the year (CBS) and the 
open week before the Su¬ 
per Bowl. 

Phil Mickelson is skipping his 
hometown event for the 
first time in 28 years, though 
there is no shortage of star 
power with Woods and Mc- 
llroy, Jordan Spieth play¬ 
ing for fhe firsf time in four 
years, Xander Schauffele, 
Masters champion Patrick 
Reed and Justin Rose, who 
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Tiger Woods smiles on the third green during the pro-am round of the Farmer's Insurance Open 
golf tournament on the North Course at Torrey Pines Golf Course on Wednesday, Jan. 23, 2019, in 
San Diego, Calif. 


remains No. 1 in the world. 
This is the first strong test 
of fhe year wifh a North 
course that has been up¬ 
graded and a South course 
renowned for hosfing the 
U.S. Open in 2008, with an¬ 
other one coming in 2021. 
Mcllroy had only seen the 
South course on television. 
He was only 10 when he 
played the Junior World, 
not old enough to com¬ 
pete at Torrey. Instead, 
he played at Presidio Hills 
in downtown, where he 
made a hole-in-one and 
tied for eighth with a group 
that included Tony Finau. 
But it has felt familiar to him 
this week. “I feel like I’ve 
watched this tournament 
a lot on TV, whether it be 
U.S. Open or this tourna¬ 
ment over the years,” Mc¬ 
llroy said. “It's funny, you 
get a sort of perception 
of a golf course from TV, 
but then you play it and it 
does play very differently 
than I thought it was go¬ 
ing to play.” Spieth hasn’t 
been back since the North 
course was redone and the 
nines were flipped, so he 
couldn’t figure out which 
hole he was on at times 


during the pro-am. But 
he remembers where he 
made his pro debut in 2013 
(he missed the cut) and 
the following year when he 
played with Woods for the 
first time. 

At Torrey, everything comes 
back to Tiger. 

Woods and Spieth prac¬ 
ticed together Tuesday 
and at one point, Spieth 
asked him how long he had 


Associated Press 

been coming to the tour¬ 
nament. “Ten years longer 
than you've been alive,” 
he replied to the 25-year- 
old Spieth. 

It was first tournament he 
attended with his father. 
It’s a course on which he 
has won eight times as a 
pro, equal to his number 
of wins at Bay Hill and Fires¬ 
tone. And it’s a tournament 
where a tie for 23rd last year 


felt like an accomplish¬ 
ment because he wasn’t 
sure what to expect. 

“The fact that I was able 
to get through, I didn’t 
have any zinging down 
my leg like I did before, I 
didn’t have any problems 
at night recovering for the 
next day,” he said. 

“Those are big accomplish¬ 
ments. This year, it’s totally 
different. I know what I can 
do, so now it’s about finish¬ 
ing a litfle bif better and 
winning some events."□ 
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EU’s antitrust cop lays groundwork for more tech scrutiny 



The European Union’s competition commissioner, Margrethe 
Vestager, poses during an interview Monday Jan. 14, 2019, in 
Copenhagen, Denmark. 


By KELVIN CHAN 
AP Business Writer 
COPENHAGEN, Denmark 
(AP) — Silicon Valley's no¬ 
torious nemesis, Margrethe 
Vestager, plans to end 
her term as the European 
Union’s antitrust enforcer 
this year with a bang, lay¬ 
ing out a long-term plan 
to intensify scrutiny of the 
world’s big tech compa- 
nies.As the EU’s competi¬ 
tion commissioner, Vestag¬ 
er is arguably the world’s 
most important tech regu¬ 
lator. Since 2014, she has 
slapped Google with eye¬ 
popping multibillion-dollar 
antitrust penalties, ordered 
Apple and Amazon to pay 
back taxes and fined Face- 
book over its WhatsApp 
acquisition — flagship en¬ 
forcement cases that have 
struck fear into Silicon Val¬ 
ley while drawing attention 
in Washington. 

Now, in her final year in of¬ 


fice, fhe 50-year-old Dan¬ 
ish polifician is laying the 
groundwork for a new 
phase of regulation be¬ 
yond the end of her term in 
October. 

She’s planning a report 
meant to guide EU com¬ 
petition policies in the era 
of digifization. Feedback 


Associated Press 

from companies, business 
groups and experts shows 
many see fhe need for 
more regulation and when 
it's published in March, the 
report by three expert ad¬ 
visers will reflect the need 
for new or tougher rules, 
she told The Associated 
Press in a recent interview. 


“The most important thing 
is that the majority of in¬ 
put is pro-enforcement,” 
Vestager said during one 
of her frequent visits to Co¬ 
penhagen from her Brussels 
base. The digital technol¬ 
ogy industry can no longer 
be allowed to shape itself, 
she added. “We are way 
beyond that.” 

It’s unclear yet what shape 
the new enforcement will 
take but it may not bode 
well for the big U.S. tech¬ 
nology companies that 
have landed in Vestager's 
crosshairs. 

Vestager has cultivated a 
down-to-earth image — 
she likes to knit elephants 
during meetings — that be¬ 
lies her formidable powers 
of enforcement. 

She opened three antitrust 
cases against Google, in¬ 
cluding one that resulted in 
a record 4.3 billion euro ($5 
billion) fine for forcing cell¬ 
phone makers fo use fhe 
internet giant’s software on 
Android phones. Another 
2.4 billion euro ($2.8 billion) 
penalty was punishment 
for manipulating shopping 
search results. She aims to 
wrap up a probe before 
her term ends of whether 
Google blocked rivals from 
its Adsense ad service. 
Vestager ordered Apple to 
pay back up to 13 billion 
euros ($15 billion) in back 
taxes from Ireland. Apple 
CEO Tim Cook called it 
“total political crap” and 
President Donald Trump 
referred to her as the “tax 
lady” who “really hates 
the U.S.” The EU competi¬ 
tion commissioner, with a 
900-strong staff, is unusu¬ 
ally powerful in fhe Brus¬ 
sels bureaucracy because 
if can enforce bloc-wide 
rules, giving it the power 
to take on countries and 
companies. Other depart¬ 
ments typically share regu¬ 
latory duties with national 
governments. Vestager's 
job includes approving 
or rejecting mergers and 
investigating cartels and 
antitrust behavior. She also 
makes sure EU states don't 
give tax breaks to individu¬ 
al companies that are not 
available to other corpo¬ 
rations — legitimate busi¬ 
ness strategy in the U.S. but 


illegal in Europe. A lot of 
affention is now falling on 
data, the commodity that 
drives the digital economy. 
Information collected by 
web browsers, apps, smart¬ 
phones and other devices 
can be enormously valu¬ 
able to companies be¬ 
cause they can provide 
insight about, for example, 
an individual’s buying hab¬ 
its and movements. Data 
can power artificial intelli¬ 
gence or be used to show 
targeted advertisements. 
Vestager is concerned that 
a small group of compa¬ 
nies could corner fhe mar¬ 
ket and abuse their power. 
She started confronting the 
problem with an informal 
probe launched last year 
into whether online shop¬ 
ping giant Amazon is using 
data to gain an edge on 
third party merchants, who 
are both its customers and 
rivals. She hopes to decide 
within six months whether 
to open a formal investi¬ 
gation. “I think you need 
products that will help 
you exercise your rights. 
Independent digital as¬ 
sistants that will make sure 
that your privacy settings 
are maintained no matter 
where you go. That kind of 
stuff,” she said. 

Vestager, whose party 
was founded by her great¬ 
grandfather, was Den¬ 
mark's deputy prime min¬ 
ister and economy minister 
before taking up her post 
in Brussels in late 2014. She 
reportedly keeps a sculp¬ 
ture of a hand with an ex¬ 
tended middle finger in her 
office, a gift from a Danish 
trade union angered by 
her welfare cuts. She’s said 
to be one of the inspira¬ 
tions for the lead charac¬ 
ter in the Danish TV show 
“Borgen," about an ambi¬ 
tious minor politician trying 
to become the country’s 
first female prime minister. 
Although Vestager’s term 
runs out in October, she’s 
hoping for a second stint, 
an unlikely prospect be¬ 
cause her party is out of 
power in Denmark and ifs 
prospects look uncertain 
in upcoming elections. The 
Ell's executive commission¬ 
ers are nominated by their 
country’s governments.G 


FOR SALE 

Investment opportunities 



+ Tomatenstraat #15 
+ ID# 1498 
+ USD 1,946,106.00 
+ Total of 2530 m2 
+ Commercial Zoning 
+ Office Facilities 
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+ Engelandstraat #5 
+ ID# 1483 
+ USD 1,965,730-00 
+ Total of 6515 m2 
+ Prime Spot 


For more information 
please contact our office! 



+ Rockefelierstraat #1 


+ ID# 1485 


+ USD 5.589,88.00 


+ Total of 8500 m2 


+ Close to cruise terminal 


+ High traffic 
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Tj&atur&d Homes Jxyr SJ13LC 



Bubali# 113c 
3Bedr w/ additional 
guest studio 
Semi detached home 



Caya Ritmo # 35 
4 Bedr 2 Story Home 
Eagle Beach area 


Oceania #213 
2Bed/2Bath ocean front 
Condo. 


Tamarijn $ 59 
4Bedr home w/ sweeping 
island views, open air 
courtyard & lap pool 



Jardines Del Mar # 12 Opal # 223 Surfside Res. Rooi Santo # 25m 
2Bed/2.5 Bath townhome 4Bed/3.5Bath w/ lock off 4Bed/4Bath home with 
w pool view in gated apartment pool, jacuzzi, gym & 

community outdoor kitchen 


Salina Cerca # 37b 

5Bed home with lush gardens 

& large private pool 

Close to the Marriott Resort 


For any information on one of our 

Featured Homes for SALE 

Please contact us at: 

(297) 733 4663 - phone 
info@arubahomeminders.com - email 
www.arubahomeminders.com - website 



& private rooftop patio 


Analysis: Falling home sales not helping middle-class buyers 



By JOSH BOAK 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — When 
home sales weaken, prices 
typically do, too, and buy¬ 
ers benefit. 

Not quite this time. Home 
purchases in many areas of 
the country have dipped, 
and price gains have 
slowed. Yet a rising number 
of middle-class Americans 
are finding that home own¬ 
ership is unaffordable. 

Why? Mortgage rates are 
up after years near historic 
lows. Price increases have 
been outrunning pay- 
checks. And at a target 
price that families with a 
median income could af¬ 
ford, fewer homes are for 
sale. 

In the past year, the avail¬ 
ability of homes that a mid¬ 
dle-class family could buy 
has declined in 86 percent 
of the largest metro areas, 
according to an analysis 
of 49 cities being released 
Wednesday by the real es¬ 
tate brokerage Redfin and 
provided in advance to 
The Associated Press. 

That figure assumes a 20 
percent down payment. 
If a buyer can put only 10 
percent down — common 
among first-timers — the 
number of affordable list¬ 
ings fell in 94 percent of 
those metro areas, Redfin 
found. 

“Housing prices went up 
so much in 2017 and the 
first half of 2018 that we 
reached a point where 
buyers just couldn't pay 


these high prices," said Da¬ 
ryl Fairweather, chief econ¬ 
omist at Redfin. 

The effect of those unsus¬ 
tainable price gains is evi¬ 
dent in the slumping year- 
end sales totals tracked by 
the National Association of 
Realtors. Sales tumbled 3.1 
percent last year to 5.34 
million, the fewest since 
2015, the Realtors reported 
Tuesday. 

The strong economy of¬ 
fered little support to 
would-be buyers because 
mortgage rates climbed 
for much of last year, mak¬ 
ing purchases costlier. 
Though more homes are on 
the market compared with 
2017, they’re increasingly 
clustered in price ranges 
that only the affluent or 
wealthy can afford. 

The Redfin analysis found 
that on average, 55 per¬ 
cent of homes listed for 
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sale were affordable with 
a 10 percent down pay¬ 
ment. That was a drop from 
60 percent in 2017. A higher 
20 percent down payment 
would make monthly pay¬ 
ments more manageable, 
but loan data suggest that 
a growing number of first¬ 
time buyers can’t put down 
20 percent. 

The squeeze goes well be¬ 
yond the famously high- 
priced home markets of 
San Francisco, Seattle and 
New York. In metro areas 
long known for affordable 
home values — Milwaukee, 
Memphis, Pittsburgh, St. 
Louis, Phoenix and others 
— the number of homes for 
sale that a household with 
a median income could af¬ 
ford has slipped. 

The trend poses a major risk 
for many Americans: House¬ 
hold equity is the principal 
source of wealth for middle 


class households; without 
it, many would struggle to 
build much wealth at all. 
The median net worth of 
an American homeowner 
is $231,400, according to 
the Federal Reserve. That is 
more than 44 times the me¬ 
dian net worth of renters, 
which is $5,200. The median 
net worth of homeowners 
surged by an inflation-ad- 
justed 15 percent from 2013 
to 2016, according to the 
Fed, while renters actually 
became poorer over that 
time. 

Home affordability has 
been worsening since the 
real estate market bot¬ 
tomed in 2012. The recov¬ 
ery in home values has eas¬ 
ily surpassed gains in typi¬ 
cal paychecks. This made 
many existing homeown¬ 
ers better off — though 
not enough to necessarily 
move up to costlier homes. 
And their decision to stay 
put has compounded the 
shortage of homes for sale. 
In the Dallas area, just 55 
percent of the listings are 
affordable for median- 
income families with 10 
percent down payments. 
That's a decline from 59 
percent in 2017. 

Cathy Mitchell, a real es¬ 
tate broker in the Dallas 
area, said it’s “really tough” 
to find starter homes for 
$150,000 or less. Mitchell 
said some builders are be¬ 
ginning to shift their focus 
away from luxury properties 
to more affordable homes. 
But she said she thinks any 


such trend will be gradual. 
“I am hoping it’s going to 
change,” she said. “But is 
it going to change right 
away? I don’t think so.” 
Nationally, home values 
have climbed 44 percent 
on average since 2012 but 
incomes only about 15 per¬ 
cent, according to Tendayi 
Kapfidze, chief economist 
at the online loan broker 
LendingTree. 

“Ultimately, incomes are 
the anchor or the gravita¬ 
tional field on prices,” Kap¬ 
fidze said. 

If the housing market is to 
accelerate again, he add¬ 
ed, incomes will need to 
start rising faster than home 
values or home values must 
decline. The slowdown 
in price increases should 
eventually boost the supply 
of homes for sale, though, 
Kapfidze said. 

The Realtors’ December 
sales report found that the 
median home price had 
risen just 2.9 percent in the 
past year to $253,600. This 
marked the first time since 
2012 that home price gains 
were lower than increases 
in average hourly earnings, 
which have risen 3.2 per¬ 
cent in the past 12 months. 
But the gap between 
home-price growth and 
typical pay raises remains 
so wide that it could take 
the housing market several 
more months of lower price 
gains to adjust. 

“It’s a very slow process 
— and there's no guaran¬ 
tees,” Kapfidze said.Q 
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Mutts 



6 Chix 




Blondie 



Mother Goose & Grimm 



Baby Blues 



Zits 




Conceptis Sudoku 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Fraternity letter 
4 Left-hand ledger 
entry 

9 “Beat it!” 

13 Burial site 

14 Banishment 

15 Tramp 

16 Impolite 

17 Erroneous; 
misleading 

19 Cake ingredient 

20 Drives in reverse 

21 Takes a break 

22 Vote into office 

24 Texter’s giggle 

25 Chicago gangster 
Al 

27 Labor Day, for one 

30 Embrace as 
one’s own 

31 Highly seasoned 
33 Actor Marvin 
35Tupperware 

covers 

36 “Be quiet!” 

37 Kill 

38 Journal 

39 Staircase parts 

40 “Been done 
that” 

41 Made airtight 

43 Wears the crown 

44 Water barrier 

45 Biblical bread 
from heaven 

46 Decorate 
49 Clever 

51 2,000 pounds 
54 Breathe new life 
into 

56 Dig for ore 

57 Musical symbol 

58 Dos and don’ts 

59 Leave suddenly 

60 _at; imply 

61 Toothpaste brand 

62 _ minute now; 
very soon 

DOWN 

1 Sink stopper 

2 Jumble 

3 Suffix for meteor 
or graph 



Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 1/24/19 


4 Mar; scratch 

5 Precise 

6 Cheat; defraud 

7 Woes 

8 Pekoe or oolong 

9 Protective plate 

10 Pigeon cries 

11 Border on 

12 Throw 

13 Prefix for paid or 
cooked 

18 Close friend 
20 Crooked 

23 Cuts off 

24 Ness or Lomond 

25 Pay a _ on; visit 

26 “Bye, Jose” 

27 Feminine title 

28 Unproven charge 

29 Long 
persistently 

31 Small 
outbuilding 

32 Baby dog 
34 Peepers 

36 Flower stalk 

37 Lower leg part 
39 Incline; lean 
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40 Portable shelter 

42 Floating freely 

43 Most unusual 

45 Labyrinths 

46 Curved beam 
overhead 

47 Sandwich shop 

48 Kitchen 
appliance 


49 Insulting 
remark 

50 Linear measure 
521 _ Have Eyes 

for You” 

53 Butterfly catcher’s 
need 

55 St. Joan of_ 

56 Advanced deg. 
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Classifieds 


Halley Time Travel 


LANGUAGE 

COURSES 

Since 1993 

•English 

•Dutch 

•Papiamento 

•Spanish 

Tel.593 4494-588 0950 

_210634 

COMPUTER 

LESSONS 

Beginners-Advanced 

Am-Pm 

Private or group 
www.DataTechAruba.com- 
Tel.593 4494-588 0950 

_210634 

4 SALE 

CARIBBEAN PALM VILLAGE 

wk4 Unit A306 1br/2bath $ 2250 
wk5 Unit A201 1 br/2bath $4990 
wk 11 Unit E205 1br/2bath 
$2250 

wk 14 Unit E307 1br/2bath 
$2250 

wk 36 Unit E303 2br/2bath 
$1999 

wk 37 Unit A203 2br/2bath 
$1999 

dmlapinson@gmail.com or call 
561-200-6904 all deeded 

_210610 

TIME SHARE 
Casa del Mar AMB 

1 brunit 1335 wk 21 5/25 950 
and wk 29 7/20 1495 also 
Divi Golf wk 35 1 br unit 2326 
2950 rmwjmw@aol.com 
Local tel till 1/20 565 9394 
US 508 651 0016 
_210628 


ARUBA 



DUSHI 


ST^P 

Violence Against Women 


Marriott Points Destinations 

2250 Points $16,000 
Divi Vacation Club 
and Interval, International 
1.000 Points $14000 
a Cabana Blue green points 
0.000 points US$40K 

Caribbean Palm Village 

1 BR WK # 2 room# D 102 even 
year 

1 BR WK# 2 room # G303 Odd 
year 

1 BR WK# 3 room # B203 even 
year 

1 BR WK# 3 room # G108 Odd 
year. 

$3500 each 

The Mill Resort 

1 BR WK # 4 $7000 

Marriott Ocean Club 

Platinum 

1 BR Ocean View $10,000 

2 BR Ocean View $16,000 
2 BR Ocean Front $24,000 
Aruba Divi Phoenix 

1 br wk 1 and 2 

Rm 644 33 weeks remain 
$36,000 both 

Marriott Surf Club 

2 BR Garden Vie w $14,000 
2 BR Ocean View $ 15,000 
2 BR Ocean Side $16,000 

2 BR Ocean Front $ 27,000 

3 BR Ocean View $26,000 

House For Sale 
Esmeralda 

4 Bedroom, 3 bath 

1 appartment, pool full 
furnished, AC 

5 minu from Palm Beach 
$425,000 

_210638 


Call:630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas wk. 3 

Unit #222 in Phase 2, 1 BR, 
Pool and ocean view. Sat - Sat. 
$9000 U.S.D 

Email: kieran-lois@cogeco.ca 
Cell: 519-400-1151 

_210630 

PARADISE BEACH VILLAS 
For Sale or For Rent 

wks 31+32, 2 bedr, p/o view 
wks 52+1,2 bedr, p/o view 
wk 4, 1 bedr, pool side 
wks 8+9 2 bedr, p/o view 
Also other weeks for 
rent or can be switched 
Call 941 343 1088 USA 

_210636 


Divi Links Golf 

Studio WK 2 

24 weeks remain $ 7500 

1 BR WK#3 

24 weeks remain $ 8500 

2 BR WK#3 

28 weeks remain $ 25,000 

Divi Links Golf 

1 BRWK#1 

25 weeks remain $8000 
1 BRWK#1 and 2 

32 weeks remain $ 9000 each 
Studio wk# 5 and 6 
25 and 30 Weeks remain $ 
17,000 Both 

Divi Links Golf 

1 BR WK # 4 and 5 

25 and 30 weeks remain $ 9000 

each 

1 BRWK#4 
20 weeks remain $9000 

Divi Village 

1 BR WK# 1 
24 weeks remain $ 9000 
Studio WK# 1 

23 weeks remain $ 8000 
Studio WK # 6 
22weeks remain $8000 

Paradise Beach Villas 

1 BRWK#1 and 2 
2nd phase 2nd floor 

Pool/ Ocean View $ 9000 each 

Dutch Village 

1 BR WK8 

24 weeks remain $8500 
Divi Links Golf 

2 BR WK 6 2sd floor Eagle v 

27 weeks remain $16,000 
Aruba Divi Phoenix 

2 BR Penthouse WK # 1 

28 weeks remain $35K 

1 BR WK # 6 in the front villas 
2nd floor 28 weeks remain $ 
12,500 

1BRWK#8$ 16,500 
6 building 4 th floor 29 weeks 
remain 

Tropicana Resort 

1 BR WK # 4,5,6,7,8 
$7000 Per week 
1 BR WK # 7 $7000 

Renaissance Siutes 

1 BR WK 13 & 14 
1 BR deluxe 5th floor 
Ocean front $ 9500 each 

_210638 

Call:630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 



House For Sale 
Westpunt 15H 

2 bedroom/ 2 bathroom on 
property land sold fully furnished 
$378,000 

Dream Home For Sale 
Salinja Serca 21G 

3 bedroom + 3 bathroom + 
maiden room + bathroom pool + 
solar panels $575,000 
Ocean view Condo For Sale 
fully furnished 2 bedroom 2 
bathroom condo on Eagle 
Beach $510,000 

Call (297)699 8301 or 
jenniffer@bestbuyrealtyaruba.com 
_210500 

Tropicana Aruba Resort 
and Casino 

For Sale or Rent by Owner 
week 7 one Bed Unit #1532F 
Fri/Fri $3,900 

Week 13 Two Bed Unit #4552H 

Fri/Fri $4,900 

Contact in Aruba 

donjovi7@hotmail.com 

or cell 592 0500 

In US sales.cpv@hotmail.com 

or cell 978 530 6077 

_210463 

For Sale By Owner: 

Casa del Mar 

2 Bedroom/2 Bath 
Wk 1/Unit 1408 (15,000) 

Wk 2/1113-($16,000) 

Wks 5 & 6/1315 ($18,000/wk) 
Wks 5 & 6/1521 ($20,000/wk) 
Wk 7/1308 ($18,000) 

Wks 7 & 8/1408 ($18,000) 

Wk 8/1113 ($17,000) 

Wk 8/1409 ($17,000) 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. (860) 649-9639 
_210601 

Renaissance Aruba 

Week 34 Unit 136 $2,125 
Week 34 Unit 121 $2,900 
Week 36 Unit 315 $2,750 
Call us at 737-3006 

FOR SALE SPECIALS 

La Cabana DELUXE UNITS 
Week 29 Unit 419D $3,250 
Week 30 Unit 419D $3,250 
Call us at 737-3006 

_210637 


ANTIQUESHOPS 
& OUTLET (Attic) 
Open : Betico Day 
& Saturday Yard- 
Sale ROCOCO 
PLAZA Road 4A 
Tank! Leendert 
Info Call 741-5640 
Daily open 9-4 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 


f 


HEALTH 

Hospital 


527 4000 
Imsan- San Nicolas 
524 8833 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
San Nicolas 
IMSAN 24 Hours 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Centraal Tel. 585 8077 
San Nicolas: 

San Lucas Tel. 584 5119 


OTHER 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 


EMERGENCY 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 
115 

582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



January 24 

Serenade of the Seas 
Carnival Freedom 
Queen Victoria 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Shutdown makes it tough for groups to help endangered whales 



In this March 28, 2018 file photo, a North Atlantic right whale feeds on the surface of Cape Cod bay off the coast of Plymouth, Mass. 

Associated Press 


By PATRICK WHITTLE 
Associated Press 
PORTLAND, Maine (AP) — 

Rescuers who respond to 
distressed whales and other 
marine animals say the fed¬ 
eral government shutdown 
is making it more difficult to 
do their work. 

A network of rescue groups 
in the U.S. works with the 
National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administra¬ 
tion to respond to marine 
mammals such as whales 
and seals when the ani¬ 
mals are in trouble, such as 
when they are stranded on 
land or entangled in fish¬ 
ing gear. But the federal 
shutdown, which entered 
its 33rd day Wednesday, 
includes a shuttering of the 
NOAA operations the res¬ 
cuers rely upon. 

NOAA plays a role in pre¬ 
venting accidental whale 
deaths by doing things like 
tracking the animals, oper¬ 
ating a hotline for mariners 
who find distressed whales 
and providing permits that 
allow the rescue groups 
to respond to emergen¬ 
cies. Those functions are 
disrupted or ground to a 
halt by the shutdown, and 
that's bad news if whales 
need help, said Tony LaC- 
asse, a spokesman for the 
New England Aquarium in 
Boston, which has a rescue 
operation. 

“If it was very prolonged, 
then it would become 
problematic to respond to 
animals that are in the wa¬ 
ter,” LaCasse said. “And 
to be able to have a bet¬ 
ter handle on what is really 
going on." The shutdown 
is coming at a particularly 
dangerous time for the en¬ 
dangered North Atlantic 
right whale, which num¬ 
bers about 411, said Re¬ 
gina Asmutis-Silvia, a senior 
biologist with Whale and 
Dolphin Conservation of 


Plymouth, Massachusetts. 
The whales are under tight 
scrutiny right now because 
of recent years of high mor¬ 
tality and poor reproduc¬ 
tion. NOAA recently identi¬ 
fied an aggregation of 100 
of the whales south of Nan¬ 
tucket — nearly a quarter 
of the world’s population — 
but the survey work is now 
interrupted by the shut¬ 
down, Asmutis-Silvia said. 
Surveys of rare whales are 
important for biologists who 
study the animals and so 
rescuers can have an idea 
of where they are located, 
she said. No right whale 
mortalities have been re¬ 
corded so far in 2019, but 
there have been at least 20 
since April 2017. 

“There’s a really significant 
impact on marine mam¬ 
mal conservation based 
on this shutdown,” Asmutis- 
Silvia said. “We have little 
to no ability to find them 
because of NOAA's being 
furloughed.” 

Many in the conservation 


community are anticipat¬ 
ing potential changes to 
the federal government’s 
Atlantic Large Whale Take 
Reduction Plan, which is a 
tool to reduce incidental 
deaths of whales. But that 
process, too, is on hold be¬ 
cause of the shutdown. 
Calls from The Associated 
Press to NOAA spokes- 
people were not returned. 
Some spokespeople for the 
agency have voicemail set 
up to say they will return to 
work when the shutdown 
is over. Outside of the fed¬ 
eral government, work to 
protect whales is still go¬ 
ing on. The developer of 
an offshore wind energy 
project off Massachusetts 
announced Wednesday it 
is partnering with environ¬ 
mental groups on a plan 


to try to protect the right 
whales. 

And not all the news about 
the whales is gloomy. A 
Florida research team 
has located the third right 
whale calf of the season. 
None were spotted last 
season. Scott Landry, di¬ 
rector of marine mammal 
entanglement response 
for the Center for Coastal 
Studies in Provincetown, 
Massachusetts, said that 
a NOAA whale entangle¬ 
ment hotline is currently be¬ 
ing forwarded to him, and 
that he's managing to pick 
up the slack so far. Rescue 
groups anticipated the 
shutdown and are working 
together to make do until 
it’s over, he said. 

In Virginia, one of the 
state's first responders for 


whale rescues is the Vir¬ 
ginia Aquarium & Marine 
Science Center in Virginia 
Beach. Mark Swingle, the 
aquarium's director of re¬ 
search and conservation, 
said the center would not 
have “the usual assets we 
depend on to support the 
response” if it needs to as¬ 
sist an endangered whale. 
That’s because NOAA 
staff and the Coast Guard 
would not be available. 
Swingle said. 

“These circumstances re¬ 
quire extremely specialized 
training and resources and 
NOAA is the lead organizer 
of large whale and other 
disentanglement efforts,” 
he said. “Live standings 
pose their own set of chal¬ 
lenges that NOAA helps 
navigate appropriately/’^ 


Wind project partners with 
environmentalists on rare whales 
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BOSTON (AP) — The developer of an off¬ 
shore wind energy project is partnering 
with environmental groups on a plan to try 
to protect the endangered North Atlantic 
right whale. The whale is one of the rarest 
marine mammals. It’s thought to number 
only 411 individuals . The animals travel 
through New England waters every year. 
Vineyard Wind, the Natural Resources De¬ 
fense Council, the National Wildlife Feder¬ 
ation and the Conservation Law Founda¬ 


tion announced an agreement designed 
to protect the whales on Wednesday. 
Vineyard Wind’s piece of the agreement 
involves instituting protective measures 
while installing and operating turbines as 
part of a proposed 84-turbine project off 
Massachusetts. 

The developer and the groups say con¬ 
struction will be curtailed in the winter and 
early spring, which is when the whales 
tend to visit New England waters.Q 
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Spike Lee likes his Oscar odds with ‘BlackKkKIansman’ 



In this Jan. 13, 2019 file photo, director Spike Lee arrives at the 
24th annual Critics’ Choice Awards in Santa Monica, Calif. 

Associated Press 


By JAKE COYLE 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Spike 
Lee watched the Oscar 
nominations Tuesday morn¬ 
ing on television from his 
bed, with his wife, Tonya, 
his two grown children. 
Satchel and Jackson, and 
their dog, Ginger. 
Screaming ensued . 

Lee landed his first directing 
Academy Award nomina¬ 
tion for “BlacKkKIansman,” 
his comic and furious send- 
up of white supremacism. 
The film, about a black 
detective (John David 
Washington) who leads an 
undercover investigation 
of the Klu Klux Klan, won 
six nominations altogether, 
including best picture and 
best adapted screenplay, 
a nod Lee shared with 
Charlie Wachtel, David 
Rabinowitz and Kevin Will- 
mott. 

But the most long-in-com- 
ing nomination was Lee's 
first nod for best director, 
something many thought 
should have happened 
numerous times before, 
starting with 1989’s “Do the 
Right Thing.” Lee was nomi¬ 
nated then for best screen¬ 
play for that film, but the 
lack of more Oscar atten¬ 
tion for “Do the Right Thing" 


was lamented even then 
by Oscar presenter Kim 
Basinger. 

“Thirty years is a long time, 
ain't it?" Lee said Tuesday 
by phone from the Brook¬ 
lyn office of his production 
company, 40 Acres and a 
Mule, before letting out a 
lengthy cackle. 

In that time, the 61-year- 
old Lee hasn’t escaped the 
notice of the Academy of 
Motion Pictures Arts and 
Sciences. His “4 Little Girls” 
was nominated for best 
documentary in 1998 and 
he was given an honor¬ 


ary Oscar in 2016 when he 
rebuked Hollywood’s di¬ 
versity record, saying: “It’s 
easier to be president of 
the United States as a black 
person than be head of a 
studio. Honest.” 

But that Lee, the filmmak¬ 
er of “Malcolm X," "25th 
Hour" and “When the Le¬ 
vees Broke,” has never won 
a competitive Oscar strikes 
many as a plain injustice. 
Now, Lee may have the 
best shot of his career in 
“BlacKkKIansman.” 

He likes his odds. 
“'BlacKkKIansman' is the 


dark horse — pun intend¬ 
ed,” said Lee with another 
laugh. “You know what? 
That’s fitting. I've always 
been an underdog, from 
the very beginning, from 
film school. That narrative 
has not changed. And I like 
that position.” 

Lee regretted the oversight 
of his lead actor, John Da¬ 
vid Washington, whom he 
called on Tuesday to con¬ 
sole. Lee told Washington, 
whose father Denzel has 
been a mainstay in Lee’s 
films, that there are awards 
in his future. “Young blood, 
you'll be here," Lee vowed. 
Adam Driver, who plays 
Washington’s partner in 
the film, was nominated 
for best supporting actor. 
“BlacKkKIansman” com¬ 
poser Terence Blanchard 
was also nominated for 
best score, the jazz musi¬ 
cian's first nomination af¬ 
ter a career scoring most 
of Lee's films since 1991 ’s 
“Jungle Fever.” 

Lee becomes the sixth 
black filmmaker nominat¬ 
ed for best director. The 
last was Jordan Peele, who 
produced “BlacKkKIans¬ 
man” and sent Lee the 
script, based on Ron Stall¬ 
worth’s 2014 memoir. Lee 
and Willmott then gave 


the tale a searing coda, 
connecting the 1970s-set 
film with last year's violent 
white supremacist protest 
in Charlottesville, Virginia. 
No black filmmaker has 
ever won best director. 
“One day, one of us has 
got to break through," said 
Lee. 

Lee planned to celebrate 
with a get-together in Fort 
Lee, Brooklyn, Tuesday eve¬ 
ning. But his thoughts were 
also on the timely subject 
of his film, one he traces 
directly to President Don¬ 
ald Trump. After the film's 
premiere at the Cannes 
Film Festival in May, Lee 
lambasted Trump for his 
response to Charlottesville. 
Lee released the film in Au¬ 
gust on the one-year anni¬ 
versary of Charlottesville. 
“This film speaks directly to 
the Looney Tunes world we 
live in. It speaks directly to 
why the government is shut 
down, why 800,000 peo¬ 
ple are in desperation not 
knowing where their next 
check is going to come 
from. 

It speaks to everything this 
guy has brought to the 
world since he’s occupied 
the White House,” said 
Lee. “People get it right 
away."Q 


Study of Leonardo’s 1st landscape finds he had 2nd thoughts 


By FRANCES D’EMILIO 
Associated Press 
ROME (AP) — The first-ever 
scientific study of the oldest 
known drawing by Leonar¬ 
do da Vinci has found that 
he added details to an ear¬ 
lier sketch of a countryside 
landscape, said the Uffizi 
Galleries, whose collections 
include the fragile work. 

The Galleries said the 1473 
“Landscape Drawing for 
Santa Maria della Neve" 
was taken on Thursday to a 
Florence restoration labo¬ 
ratory for study, which be¬ 
gan right away with micro¬ 
scopic examination. 

Aided by sophisticated, 
non-invasive instruments, 
such as infrared light, the 
experts on Thursday scruti¬ 
nized the front of the draw¬ 
ing. Later they will study 
the back, where there is a 
sketch of a human figure, 



In this photo provided by the Opera Laboratori on Thursday, 
Jan. 17, 2019, a drawing by Leonardo Da Vinci is observed after 
being removed from a briefcase which carried it from the Uffizi 
Gallery to the Opificio delle Pietre Dure where it will undergo 
scientific analysis, in Florence, Italy. 

Associated Press 


the prestigious Florence 
art museum said in a state¬ 
ment. Art historian Cecilia 
Frosinini, who is supervising 
the scientific study, said that 
initial examination showed 
that Leonardo worked in 
two different phases. 

“It's possible that Leonardo 
went back to the draw¬ 
ing in a second moment, 
maybe right after his stud¬ 
ies of geology and rocks,” 
she said. 

The drawing, dated Aug. 
5, 1473, in the upper left 
corner, depicts a bucolic 
scene, with a castle on a 
hill in the background and 
a valley dominating the 
design's center. 

Leonardo is celebrated as 
a Renaissance genius who 
excelled as an artist and 
who had creative scientific 
curiosity as well. 

Some have hypothesized 


that the drawing depicted 
an actual place in Leonar¬ 
do's native Tuscany, or as 
Uffizi director Eike Schmidt 
said, “was a kind of ‘pho¬ 
tograph’ of this or that val¬ 
ley, of these or those moun¬ 
tains.” But the discovery 
that Leonardo worked on 
the drawing in two distinct 
phases “tilts the scale to¬ 
ward interpretations that 
underline the imaginative 
aspect and the character 
of intellectual speculation 
by the artist,” Schmidt said 
in a statement. 

The Uffizi only occasionally 
displays the work, Leonar¬ 
do's earliest known draw¬ 
ing, because it is so fragile. 
But on April 15 it will go on 
display for five weeks in Vin¬ 
ci, the artist's hometown, 
as Italy marks the 500th 
anniversary of Leonardo's 
death. □ 
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Noomi Rapace explores the female bodyguard life in ‘Close’ 




meet “a Jacquie” and “tap 
into that primal instinct of 
protecting yourself.” 
“Close” was independently 
made. Although it's a solid 
action pic with all the inten¬ 
sity of a Jason Statham ve¬ 
hicle, Jewson experienced 
some pushback in the early 
stages of development. 

She found an ally in the 
WestEnd Films brand We 
Love, which produces 
films aimed at female au¬ 
diences, with credits like 
“Albert Nobbs” and “The 
Breadwinner,” and helped 
secure financing for the 
shoot. Netflix acquired the 
film during post-production 
and both Jewson and Ra¬ 
pace are excited by the 
prospect that the film is 
going to be available and 
seen by so many people 
immediately. Rapace had 
a good experience with 
the streaming service with 
the film “What Happened 
to Monday,” but the power 
of Netflix really crystalized 
when she saw the phe¬ 
nomenon of “Bird Box.” She 
was just with her friend Su¬ 
sanna Bier, who directed 
“Bird Box,” which Netflix 
said Wednesday has been 
streamed by 80 million ac¬ 
counts 


This image released by Netflix shows Noomi Rapace, left, and Sophie Nelisse in a scene from 
“Close.” 

Associated Press 


By LINDSEY BAHR 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Direc¬ 
tor Vicky Jewson was look¬ 
ing for women with dan¬ 
gerous jobs to get inspira¬ 
tion for her next project 
when she came across the 
name Jacquie Davis. Davis 
is a bodyguard, a rare pro¬ 
fession for a woman, and 
has in the past 30 years pro¬ 
tected everyone from roy¬ 
als to celebrities like Nicole 
Kidman and J.K. Rowling, 
and also staged undercov¬ 
er rescue missions and sur¬ 
veillance operations. There 
was little question that her 
experiences would be the 
perfect template for “Close 
,” now streaming on Netflix. 
“I really love to bring strong 
female protagonists to 
genre movies,” said Jew¬ 
son. “(Jacquie) kind of 
blew my mind...It's not re¬ 
ally been seen before. And 
as a filmmaker I’m always 
looking to bring some¬ 
thing fresh and new to the 
screen.” 

In the film, the Davis stand- 
in is Sam, a counter-terror¬ 
ism expert and bodyguard 
who gets enlisted to pro¬ 
tect a spoiled heiress from 

Caribbean 
Cinemas 


some dangerous people 
out for her fortune. 

Noomi Rapace, no strang¬ 
er to action roles, or to hav¬ 
ing security around her, 
would eventually join on to 
play Sam. 

But the Swedish actress 
hadn’t put much thought 
into the profession until tak¬ 
ing on the role. Rapace 
got to spend a fair amount 
of time with Davis, both in 
training and picking her 


brain about what goes on 
in her mind when a situa¬ 
tion goes south. 

“I asked her if she felt 
scared and she said, ‘in 
the moment, never. That 
comes afterward. I put my 
fear to the side, it’s a deci¬ 
sion that I make.’ She has a 
very strong mind and she 
says everything starts in the 
mind and it can tell your 
body how to react,” Ra¬ 
pace said. 

Still, there’s a toll of such an 
intense life, which the film 


also explores. 

“She sleeps with her shoes 
on. She can’t sleep in a 
normal bed,” Rapace 
added. “You can see that 
this life has affected her in 
many ways. She doesn’t 
have a very bright view 
of the world. She’s seen a 
lot of bad things and she’s 
seen a lot of people do 
bad things to others. She 
has seen a lot and you can 
feel it in her soul.” 

Rapace believes, however, 
that every woman should 
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Wendy Williams to take health-related 
break from TV show 


By LYNN ELBER 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Wen¬ 
dy Williams is taking an 
extended break from her 
TV talk show to deal with 
health issues related to her 
immune system disorder, 
her family said Friday. 

The family wrote in a state¬ 
ment that Williams has suf¬ 
fered complications from 
Graves’ disease in the past 
few days. 

Treatment is necessary and 
will include “significant 
time" in the hospital, ac¬ 
cording to the family state¬ 
ment provided by show 
producer and distributor 
Debmar-Mercury. 

Williams has a strong desire 
to return to work but must 
focus on her “personal and 
physical well-being,” the 
family said, adding a re¬ 


in this Nov. 7, 2014 file photo, host Wendy Williams appears at 
the 2014 Soul Train Awards in Las Vegas. 

Associated Press 


quest that her privacy be 
respected. 

Williams, 54, is married to 
Kevin Hunter. 

She is on the mend from 
another health problem, a 
shoulder fracture she suf¬ 


fered in December, the 
statement said. 

The host revealed the 
Graves' disease diagnosis 
on her show last February, 
when she announced a 
three-week hiatus. □ 
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Ronnie Milsap returned to his iconic studio for duets album 



In this Jan. 16, 2019 photo, Ronnie Milsap poses for a photo on 
the stage of The Ryman Auditorium in Nashville, Tenn. 

Associated Press 


By KRISTIN M. HALL 
Associated Press 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — 

Country soul icon Ronnie 
Milsap is a bit of a studio 
geek, and he thinks a lot 
about music technology 
and recording equipment. 
So it makes sense that he 
spent a long time getting 
13 other singers and bands 
into the studio to record 
duets with him for a new 
album, “Ronnie Milsap: The 
Duets,” to be released Fri¬ 
day, just two days after his 
76th birthday. 

“I am a lot into the techni¬ 
cal side of it," he said dur¬ 
ing a recent interview at 
his home in Nashville. “I 
believe in certain types of 
microphones. I believe in 
certain pre-amplifiers.” 

He says it took him a few 
years to finish the album 
because of scheduling, but 
he’s amassed an impres¬ 
sive list of partners, from 
Dolly Parton, Willie Nelson, 
11 Top's Billy Gibbons, Kac- 
ey Musgraves and many 
more. 

“The whole trick was try¬ 
ing to find a time that Luke 


Bryan could come in or 
George Strait could come 
in,” Milsap said. 

Born in North Carolina, Mil¬ 
sap was a wunderkind at 
musical instrumentation, 
learning gospel, country 
and pop music from radio 
and classical techniques 
from the State School for 
the Blind in Raleigh. 

Early on in his career, he 
played piano on Elvis Pre¬ 
sley records such as “Ken¬ 
tucky Rain,” in which the 


King of Rock ‘n’ Roll im¬ 
plored him for “more thun¬ 
der on the piano, Milsap!” 
After moving to Nashville, 
he bought a Music Row stu¬ 
dio from Roy Orbison, reno¬ 
vating it and turning it into 
a hit factory, starting with 
his 1979 hit “Nobody Likes 
Sad Songs” through his ma¬ 
jor hits like “Stranger in My 
House.” He had the record¬ 
ing console equipped with 
a Braille label and kept it 
until 1995. 


The studio known as Ron¬ 
nie’s Place is still in use to¬ 
day by record label Black 
River Entertainment and 
that was where Milsap re¬ 
turned to record the new 
album. 

The six-time Grammy win¬ 
ner said he tried as much as 
possible to be in the studio 
with his duet partners when 
they were recording, rather 
than recording at separate 
times. 

Little Big Town added their 
pristine harmonies to his 
iconic hit “Lost in the Fifties 
Tonight,” while Strait was 
given the lead on “Houston 
Solution." 

“I gave him the first line, ‘I 
got some friends down in 
Houston, who know me 
quite well,”’ Milsap said. 
“I thought George ought 
to have it. George is from 
Texas.” 

He also has two duets with 
artists who have since died, 
including Leon Russell and 
Montgomery Gentry’s Troy 
Gentry. Russell, who died 
in 2016, recorded “Misery 
Loves Company,” origi¬ 
nally a hit for Porter Wag¬ 


oner and a cover song that 
Milsap recorded in 1980, 
and Montgomery Gentry 
recorded a song called 
“Shakey Ground” that was 
originally recorded by the 
Temptations. 

“I'd take a verse, Troy 
would take a verse and 
Eddie Montgomery would 
take a verse,” Milsap said. 
Montgomery said record¬ 
ing with Milsap was a buck¬ 
et list item that he’s glad 
they got to check off be¬ 
fore Gentry’s death in a he¬ 
licopter crash in 2017. 

“He is the king of soul, I 
think,” said Montgomery. 
“In country, nobody sings 
with more heart. ‘Stranger 
in My House' was the first 
time I heard rock ‘n’ roll gui¬ 
tars on a country song.” 
Even Milsap has adapted 
to new audio technology, 
and he says while he still 
listens to radio, he loves his 
Amazon smart speaker. 
“'Alexa, play ‘A Legend in 
My Time' by Ronnie Milsap' 
and right there it is,” Milsap 
demonstrated in his house. 
“It's not the same model 
anymore to sell records." Q 


Unseen J.D. Salinger photos shot for ‘Catcher’ on display 


By HOLLY RAMER 
Associated Press 

DURHAM, N.H. (AP) — The Uni¬ 
versity of New Hampshire is cel¬ 
ebrating J.D. Salinger’s centen¬ 
nial year with an exhibit he likely 
would have loathed: a display of 
previously unseen photos of the 
famously reclusive author. 
Salinger, who was born Jan. 1, 
1919, and died in 2010, spent the 
last nearly six decades of his life 
far from the public eye in Cor¬ 
nish, New Hampshire. The photos 
unveiled Tuesday were taken by 
famed German photographer 
Lotte Jacobi for the book jacket 
of Salinger’s 1951 novel “Catch¬ 
er in the Rye," but he requested 
the picture be removed from the 
book after the first printing so he 
wouldn't be recognized. 

The collection of 17 images es¬ 
sentially doubles the number of 
public photos of Salinger, said 
Thomas Payne, associate profes¬ 
sor of English at the university. 
Payne said that in today’s society 
where “narcissism has gone viral,” 
Salinger was ahead of his time in 
retreating to Cornish to “pull the 



A previously unseen photo of author J.D. Salinger is displayed at the University 
of New Hampshire in Durham, N.H., on Tuesday, Jan. 22, 2019. 

Associated Press 


wall down on human interaction.” 
“Today, if J.D. went to Cornish ... 
we'd know what he was fleeing,” 
Payne said. “The emptiness of be¬ 
ing known but not really seen." 
Though he praised Salinger as 
someone with a “rare depth of 
soul,” Payne also said viewing 
some of his work and his personal 
life through the lens of the current 


#MeToo movement is “very trou¬ 
bling." 

At age 53, Salinger wrote to an 
18-year-old college student, 
Joyce Maynard, and invited her 
to live with him after reading an 
essay she had published in The 
New York Times Magazine. May¬ 
nard dropped out of Yale and 
lived with him for a year before 


he sent her packing. “That 

is obviously of deep concern,” 
Payne said in an interview. “I had 
women writers in my life 10 years 
ago who, when I spoke of my love 
of Salinger, called me out. I didn't 
see what they saw enough. ... I 
deeply regret that I was obtuse, 
that I didn't see what they saw." 
Maynard, also an author, said 
Tuesday that the photos show a 
very different man from the one 
she knew. 

“This was a young man in posses¬ 
sion of no small amount of ambi¬ 
tion, publishing his first novel, and 
hoping very much to capture the 
attention of the public. 

The demands for privacy would 
come much later," she said in an 
email. 

Though she waited 25 years be¬ 
fore publishing a book about 
the year she spent with Salinger 
before he sent her packing, she 
was widely criticized for violating 
his privacy by telling her story and 
for later selling the letters Salinger 
wrote her. In 1999, New York Times 
columnist Maureen Dowd called 
her a “predator.'O 
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We can’t save everything from climate change - here’s how to make choices 


By Benjamin Preston, 
Johanna Nalau 
Associated Press 

Recent reports have de¬ 
livered sobering messages 
about climate change and 
its consequences. They 
include the Intergovern¬ 
mental Panel on Climate 
Change's Special Report 
on Global Warming of 
1,5°C; the fourth installment 
of the U.S. government's 
National Climate Assess¬ 
ment; and the World Me¬ 
teorological Organization’s 
initial report on the State of 
the Global Climate 2018. 

As these reports show, cli¬ 
mate change is already 
occurring, with impacts 
that will become more 
intense for decades into 
the future. They also make 
clear that reducing green¬ 
house gas emissions from 
human activities to a level 
that would limit warming 
to 2 degrees Celsius (3.6 
degrees Fahrenheit) or less 
above preindustrial levels 
will pose unprecedented 
challenges. 

Today, however, there is a 
large and growing gap be¬ 
tween what countries say 
they'd like to achieve and 
what they have committed 
to do. As scholars focused 
on climate risk manage¬ 
ment and adaptation, we 
believe it is time to think 
about managing climate 
change damage in terms 
of triage. 

Hard choices already are 
being made about which 
risks society will attempt to 
manage. It is critically im¬ 
portant to spend limited 
funds where they will have 
the most impact. 

Triaging climate change 



This 2016 photo provided by NASA shows the Getz Ice Shelf from 2016’s Operation Icebridge in 
Antarctica. 

Associated Press 

lenges. 

The third bucket represents 
impacts for which practical 
and effective actions can 
be taken to reduce risk. 
For example, cities such 
as Phoenix, Chicago and 
Philadelphia have been in¬ 
vesting for years in extreme 
heat warning systems and 
emergency response strat¬ 
egies to reduce risks to 
public health. 

There are a variety of op¬ 
tions for making agriculture 
more resilient, from preci¬ 
sion agriculture to biotech¬ 
nology to no-till farming. 
And large investments in 
infrastructure and demand 
management strategies 
have historically helped 
supply water to otherwise 
scarce regions and reduce 
flood risk. 


Triage is a process of pri¬ 
oritizing actions when 
the need is greater than 
the supply of resources. It 
emerged on the battle¬ 
fields of World War I, and is 
widely used today in fields 
ranging from disaster medi¬ 
cine to ecosystem conser¬ 
vation and software devel¬ 
opment. 

The projected global costs 
of adapting to climate 
change just in develop¬ 
ing countries range up to 
US$300 billion by 2030 and 
$500 billion by mid-century. 
But according to a recent 
estimate by Oxfam, just $5 
billion to $7 billion was in¬ 
vested in projects specific 
to climate adaptation in 
2015-2016. 

Triaging climate change 
means placing conse¬ 
quences into different 
buckets. Here, we propose 


three. 

The first bucket represents 
impacts that can be avoid¬ 
ed or managed with mini¬ 
mal or no interventions. For 
example, assessments of 
how climate change will 
affect U.S. hydropower in¬ 
dicate that this sector can 
absorb the impacts without 
a need for costly interven¬ 
tions. 

The second bucket is for 
impacts that are probably 
unavoidable despite all 
best efforts. Consider polar 
bears, which rely on sea ice 
as a platform to reach their 
prey. Efforts to reduce emis¬ 
sions can help sustain polar 
bears, but there are few 
ways to help them adapt. 
Protecting Australia’s Great 
Barrier Reef or the Brazilian 
Amazon poses similar chal¬ 


In each of these cases, the 
challenge is aligning what's 
technically feasible with so¬ 
ciety’s willingness to pay. 
What triage-based plan¬ 
ning looks like 

Other experts have called 
for climate change triage 
in contexts such as man¬ 
aging sea level rise and 
flood risk and conserving 
ecosystems. But so far, this 
approach has not made 
inroads into adaptation 
policy. 

How can societies enable 
triage-based planning? 
One key step is to invest 
in valuing assets that are 
at risk. Placing a value on 
assets exchanged in eco¬ 
nomic markets, such as 
agriculture, is relatively 
straightforward. For exam¬ 
ple, RAND and Louisiana 
State University have esti¬ 
mated the costs of coastal 
land loss in Louisiana owing 
to property loss, increased 
storm damage, and loss of 
wetland habitat that sup¬ 
ports commercial fisheries. 
Valuing non-market assets, 
such as cultural resources, 
is more challenging but 
not impossible. When North 
Carolina's Cape Hatteras 
lighthouse was in danger 
of collapsing into the sea, 
heroic efforts were taken 
to move it further inland 
because of its historic and 
cultural significance. 
Similarly, Congress makes 
judgments on behalf of the 
American people regard¬ 
ing the value of historic and 
cultural resources when it 
enacts legislation to add 
them to the U.S. national 
park systemO 



A cow walks on the dry earth as it heads for grass field in 
Svay Chek village on the outskirts of Phnom Penh, Cambodia, 
Monday, Jan. 21,2019. 

Associated Press 
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In this Jan. 18, 2017, file photo, smog covers Salt Lake City as an inversion lingers. 

Associated Press 






